Govermcns 
1 fi 7 / a 
i 7 )/NC Pubhbcations 


wes: 


™ 


ee 


peer nee _ Ontario’s Niagara Escarpment — 


Photography 


Front cover: f Peck er A 
Bruce Peninsula National Par Se as 


Inside front cover: is ree 2 
1  Overhanging Point, va World Biosphere Reserve a 


Published by Ministry of Environment and 


—=> 


Bruce Peninsula National Park 
Philip S. Schmidt 


Milton Outer, Kelso Conseration Are On February 8, 1990, Ontario’s Niagara Escarpment 
ichard A. Armstrong “3 

was inaugurated as an 
International Biosphere Reserve 


Blue Mountain, Collingwood 
Willy Waterton 


Rattlesnake Point Conservation Area 
S. Powell (NEC) 


Rural Landscape, Vinemount Conservation Area 
Richard A. Armstrong 


Rural Landscape near Rattlesnake Point a 
Conservation Area ee \ 


Richard A. Armstrong NQBiaros 
Escarpment 


BES) In 1990, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

For further information please contact: ; (UNESCO) named Ontario’s Niagara Escarpment a World Biosphere Reserve. This des- 

Environmental Planning and Analysis Branch ignation recognizes the natural features and ecological importance of the escarpment 

Ministry of Environment and Energy and endorses the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

250 Davisville Avenue, Toronto Ontario The Plan is Canada’s first, large-scale environmental land-use plan. It balances protec- 

M5S 1H2 tion, conservation and sustainable development to ensure that the escarpment will 

(416) 440-3713 remain substantially as a natural environment for future generations. 

Toll free long distance: 1-800-461-6290 Collectively, UNESCO “Man and the Biosphere” reserves form a network of the world’s 
-* main ecological systems. They provide excellent opportunities to study and compare 

Niagara Escarpment Commission preserved, natural areas and developed areas. 

232 Guelph Street _ Biosphere reserves contain land used for a variety of purposes. The preserved natural 

Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4B1 areas in reserves are a standard with which to measure the effects of human activity on 


(905) 877-5191 or Toronto line (905) 453-2468 the environment. 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Mise es GDL Gh LORIN pemernerire Secret nna ssn men eee Ace ee en ve set nce dattsn cy cea te hicaclorecvessiocniansaesicssgenbes 6 
BUA EU Diag see neat a ert neta et ay fi Rr ae a ae Se tee ER i i 
TUS UT NIRS). acta 9 dep py nner al asi ol ae ial ad oy gh cocoa Aaa rae EE (f 
PART 1 

LAND USE POLICIES 

is eee a ee Re rMne CALICHANOMSOUTIUATICS enero ree teeter ett acerca ce cndtttt ree recsc.csscses se cacetretsrestas 10 
2S cde ea eee eee amcaWisea Desi oni atl Olsememerrret comer treater core tere rent cret tn eecee cr oaceae rie tne settee cuecgsteorerrcee: 10 
ILS Si eee EScanpinle weal Umdlen came eter race eee creer crete 11 
Ih es de CR Se een ESCarpimentebnoteclioMmALcdsemememrtt center ee te tee eat teeter errr een: 2, 
LS) eee BScarpmenthlinalAAreammeterrtte ce cert ir comment tee rete stricter ste yaetccesesettes 15 
| Lele ole papers MIRO MAUD Al Ce NL Canter rc cesta tear creo rrtc eee, mteeereetre ee re tet nn 18 
LL FE See chee pr etree AUT Dare Tecl eee ener eer eres ar NRT sco cc rely antics c set ered tte vevecessbeviruacdvisons 21 
IReserecacavessct-ccvaTese ES Canpmentr CcneatlOnmAncavemc:.arsmamernmennnnt Ts sees Meret tt eres sk tna einem Contry ey steers es 22 
WES eee ctcecedecsees INTieT ARE SOURCELE SUPAClLOMWAT CA semapemetteats raisers teterecceas acc sarsedevncrssk ears seeseestises oe 24 
PART 2 

DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA 

Emer rete cectccee ss: cs TENCHU Cl OM eernee ta cn teeter en ea ceee roan to ogc esac tent ontateacnte aces spaveteasesbaensdisem soar 28 
DAUR ieee P APD Gene raMeve OPmlent CHiLel lamer aertetrrace cere ete er etre treo e. ar serous see eaeres 28 
Mis) GREE ES ESISUINS USCS suet ear re emer csr emttree Serer sees acercrcastttneceterer sentees te eeete oteensset aotiseee ie 29 
a ter cere site POU CTealiOniceere te te emt ne rertcrr ctrccettec cepts teriess hace a mocteerenteerareunee tt eeahius 30 
Vat Pie te oe New Development Affecting Steep Slopes and Ravines ...........cccccsssesscssssessscssscesscessceseees ol 
TAOS rc ectacss New DevelopmentAfiecting Water RESOUYCES ci ncccceiircccctsccscctexsetacees ccecsetssecctssenesoaranriee oy 
All Sees New Development Within Wooded ATCdaS cca cscctecsccsttcccretetsse: coccrterecccsesccsvecoescssvaceeassoesses 35 
aay een re Wildlife site Duta teens s. vecesrecstee cscccetectecre: cones. vosteesueten Ao ttasters etedieectaatentr ee treereacorts oe espe oo 
BO Barer cr oe aes, HoresteManacelneribecmneteen tem seers store ce trae ete ene ee terres re ee ec ie ee a 35 


Doll craters AST ICUIEU meee eeretearee aera arnt Oe che te aetan sph, Sea e Tmt teas nace antec orstisedasacctsoas 36 
PRN dee Sa rire IVETE AINRESOULCES mere eee ee eon eet ad etre eee en ene cee ee nd 38 
DAP ae a en FICUILAS Careeemeent ins ccc eee rae sce crear tonixeterncer te remtetratt esttecten ree nett iecaetertrstcesaccrveteaescacras 40 
PA AIS eee ae eee ies RC CKC ALTO Tmmmernenee ere ee eee era se ace ee ree ee ene Per ns ae te i ae as 40 
2.14 
2h AWS 
2.16 


eres SEV ALIS DOL ALION ATICUUIEIIILIOS Reset aeratttcce tree tied tavrettcese testes eaerathscactome rca ieereneessceat tL 
et ns Wee NING s ESTA Cabal meme meena eticrtya ce vr iy Moaterearseueeet aa eee cectaeeeeesttian ap eulecridincssunaseie 


PART 3 
NIAGARA ESCARPMENT PARKS AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM 


Sail Mepemtetetees re seeee The Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open space mysteni...2.--.-0 set ccestrrereeetet nesters 
Po ON ae oe an eee LB) 05,20 Rk eerie he etry A Roche ao IR Re RE re VE Ad SOE a nace 
Bd be Bre aneepannCmpaee Parks:and Open Space system :COMCept scare. 7 sect eer nemee ee e 
hal ahr ta enn Bee POLICIES vcs ccccncencosantuscccteee tee toter eee Wen Thnee ates tas seas oo 0s Co eae re 
Stal le lie S ve Peers tenes Fark-and‘Open Space Classiticatiom POlicVac.:..ctre tn eee eee 
De USE chee ens ce Parksiand Open Space Zoning: POlC\s. 10..coa te ete ee ee 
Ol Owens tee eens Master/Manasement. Planning POWCy cc .cceecccoct sete eeee ee eet ee 
Oe spree cen aE The Bruce lraily.c.. ssc ceos stot tetceecm taste costasee seat tsetse conse Petre tea) cence ee ee 
OR herr ci ern e Municipal Parks and Open:Siace acvcccecetcccccccsccsest sce ce nce ne eee ee 
DA aerate ieee Land. Acquisition and Vand. Disposalhic.c.:20yc.e-- ee eerie ee ee 
Deere aces Addition or Deletion of Parks or Open opaCes...1.110.ssceeneee eee ee eee 
APPENDICES 

Appendix 1.......... Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System 

Appendix 2.......... Definitions 

MAPS 

Mapes 1 Regional Municipality of Niagara 

MaDe cee 2 Regional Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth 

IAD incertae a Regional Municipality of Halton 

Mae eee 4 Regional Municipality of Peel / County of Dufferin (South) 

Mapiaene ences 5 County of Dufferin (North) / County of Simcoe 

Mapmrarerr ns 6 County of Grey (East) 

Mapes 7 County of Grey (West) 

Mapietenn tee 8 County of Bruce (South) 

Mapper 9 County of Bruce (North) 


Ma Deere serene 10 Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System 


and \Use Policy Designations 
Maps 1 to g\ 


TOWN OF 
CALEDON 


GEORGIAN 


ONTARIO 


ae wane For Land Use Policy Designations Refer to: 


a SS bee ee bes ee ee ae 


LEGEND 


DN ETO @)MInfeveecesseseerertca. ar sca ercr ch aoa eet ee ———— 


Plan Area Covered by Each Map.............. 


County and Regional Municipality Boundary.. - — — — 


— > 


Township and Area Municipality Boundary..... = 


Regional Municipality of Niagara oo... .eeeeeeeeeeceecseteesecseeeseteneseaes County of Grey, East 


Regional Municipality of Hamilton-WentWworth oe. ecccecsccecceeeececeecseseeeeseeseeesens County of Grey, West 


Regional Municipality ofitaltomig -c-cres-ceseeeeevecasteeescenssseveseeucy County of Bruce, South 


Regional Municip ality:Oliece merece. aces nvrreneteen ree County of Bruce, North 


Boars sedaeeeeet sca aversticeee Sears e ee County of Simcoe 


County of Dufferin, South 


Ontario 


County of Dufferin, North 


Introduction 


INTRODUCTION 
The Niagara Escarpment 


The Niagara Escarpment includes a variety of topographic 
features and land uses extending 725 kilometres from 
Queenston on the Niagara River to the islands off Tobermory 
on the Bruce Peninsula. 


The particular combination of geological and ecological fea- 
tures along the Niagara Escarpment results in a landscape 
unequalled in Canada. It is also a source of some of southern 
Ontario’s prime rivers and streams and one of the province’s 
principal outdoor recreation areas. 


Human impact on this environment is reflected in a variety 
of ways. The Escarpment area is the site of a large mineral 
aggregate extraction industry. Demand for permanent and 
seasonal residences in many areas is intense. Farming ranges 
from the cultivation of tender fruit and specialty crops in the 
Niagara Peninsula to the raising of beef cattle in Bruce 
County while the proximity to Ontario’s largest population 
centres makes the Escarpment a popular tourist destination. 
Many archaeological sites and historical homes and buildings 
reflect, in a richly picturesque and valuable way, the develop- 
ment of the current landscape and economy of the area. 


The Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act 
established a planning process to ensure that the area would 
be protected. From this emerged the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan which serves as a framework of objectives and policies 
to strike a balance between development, preservation and 
the enjoyment of this important resource. 

On February 8, 1990, the Bureau of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 
Man and Biosphere (MAB) program approved the designation 
of the Niagara Escarpment as a Biosphere Reserve. 


How to Read This Plan 


The Niagara Escarpment Plan is composed of a purpose 
statement and objectives, three parts and two appendices and 
Maps 1-10. The Niagara Escarpment Plan was originally 
approved on June 12, 1985 and was revised as a result of a 
review that was initiated in 1990. 


Part 1 


This section contains land-use policies including the inter- 
pretation of Plan boundaries, the land use designations and 
the policies governing Plan amendments. 

Seven land-use designations explain how land shall be used 
throughout the area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. For 
each designation, objectives are outlined followed by the cri- 
teria applied in their mapping. Uses permitted and lot cre- 
ation policies for each designation are stated. 


Part 2 


This section contains Development Criteria which determine 
how a proposed development (i.e. a permitted use) should be 
carried out. 


Parts 1 and 2 should be read in conjunction with each other. 


If you are proposing a development in the area of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, you should: 


a) determine what land-use designation applies to your 
land by referring to the appropriate map in the Maps 1 
to 9 of the Plan; 

b) determine whether your proposed development is a per- 
mitted use in that designation by referring to Part 1 of 
the Plan; and 

c) consult the Development Criteria in Part 2 prior to 
applying for planning permission to proceed with your 
development. 


_ 


Part 3 


Part 3 describes the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System. 


Two appendices are included in the Plan as follows: 


Appendix 1 


A description of the parks and open space areas within the 
Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. 


Appendix 2 
Definitions. 


Maps 1 to 10 accompany each copy of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 


PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Plan is to provide for the maintenance of 
the Niagara Escarpment and land in its vicinity substantially 
as a continuous natural environment, and to ensure only 
such development occurs as is compatible with that natural 
environment. 


OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Plan are: 
1. to protect unique ecologic and historic areas; 


2. to maintain and enhance the quality and character of 
natural streams and water supplies; 

3. to provide adequate opportunities for outdoor recreation; 

4. to maintain and enhance the open landscape character 
of the Niagara Escarpment in so far as possible, by such 
means as compatible farming or forestry and by preserv- 
ing the natural scenery; 


to ensure that all new development is compatible with 
the purpose of the Plan; 

to provide for adequate public access to the Niagara 
Escarpment; and 

to support municipalities within the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan Area in their exercise of the planning 
functions conferred upon them by the Planning Act. 


Introduction 
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LAND USE POLICIES 


1.1 Interpretation of Boundaries 

The outer boundary of the area covered by the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan is fixed and inflexible, and can be changed 
only by a Plan amendment. It is formed by a combination of 
such features as roads, railways, electrical transmission lines, 
municipal and property boundaries, lot lines, rivers and 
topographic features. 

The internal boundaries between designations within the 
Plan, however, are less definite except where they are formed 
by such facilities as roads, railways, and electrical transmis- 
sion lines. These internal boundaries, shown at a scale of 
1:50,000, are not intended to be site specific and should not 
be used for accurate measurement. The exact delineation of 
designation boundaries on specific sites will be done by the 
implementing body through the application of the designa- 
tion criteria (see Part 1) utilizing the most detailed or up-to- 
date information available and site inspections. Such desig- 
nation boundary interpretations will not require amend- 
ments to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


1.2 Land Use Designations 


The area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan has been allocated 
among the following seven land-use designations: 


e Escarpment Natural Area 

e Escarpment Protection Area 

e Escarpment Rural Area 

¢ Minor Urban Centre 

¢ Urban Area 

e Escarpment Recreation Area 

¢ Mineral Resource Extraction Area 


The land-use designations are shown on Maps 1 to 9 of the 
Plan. 


Changes to Map 10, Appendix 1, and the Public Lands in the 
Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System, as a 
result of land acquisition and park and open space planning 
activities do not require a Plan amendment. The implement- 
ing authority will update Map 10 and Appendix 1 on an ongo- 
ing basis. 

This part of the Plan explains the policies associated with 
each of these designations and the way in which land may be 
used throughout the area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Plan Amendments 


Changes in policy or land use designation require an amend- 
ment to the text and/or schedules of this Plan. The process is 
outlined in sections 10 and 12 of the Niagara Escarpment 
Planning and Development Act. 


The following provisions apply to applications to amend the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan: 

Planning policies and land use designations may be changed 
as long as the purpose and objectives of the Niagara 
Escarpment Planning and Development Act and the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan are met. The purpose statement and objec- 
tives in the Introduction of the Plan shall not be changed 
outside of the context of a full review of the Plan. 


Section 10(5) of the Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act requires that amendments to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan be justified. The justification for a proposed 
amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan means the 
rationale for the amendment, and includes reasons, argu- 
ments or evidence in support of the change to the Plan pro- 
posed through the amendment. 


It must be demonstrated that the proposed amendment and 
the expected impacts resulting from the proposed amend- 
ment do not adversely affect the purpose and objectives of 
the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act. 
The proposed amendment must be consistent with the pur- 
pose and objectives of the Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act and the Niagara Escarpment Plan and shall 
be consistent with other relevant Provincial policies. 


1.3 Escarpment Natural Area 


Escarpment features which are in a relatively natural state 
and associated stream valleys, wetlands and forests which are 
relatively undisturbed are included within this designation. 
These contain important plant and animal habitats and geo- 
logical features and cultural heritage features and are the 
most significant natural and scenic areas of the Escarpment. 
The policy aims to maintain these natural areas. 


Objectives 

1. To maintain the most natural Escarpment features, 
stream valleys, wetlands and related significant natural 
areas and associated cultural heritage features. 

2. To encourage compatible recreation, conservation and 
educational activities. 

3. To maintain and enhance the landscape quality of 
Escarpment features. 


Criteria for Designation 

1. Escarpment slopes and related landforms associated 
with the underlying bedrock which are in a relatively 
natural state. 

2. Where forest lands abut the Escarpment, the designation 
includes the forested lands 300 metres (1,000 feet) back 


from the brow of the Escarpment slope (e.g. Bruce 
Peninsula). 


3. The most significant Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (Life Science). 


4. The most significant stream valleys and wetlands associ- 
ated with the Escarpment. 


Permitted Uses 


Subject to Part 2, Development Criteria, the following uses 
may be permitted: 


1. Existing agricultural operations. 

2. Existing uses. 

3. Single dwellings. 

4. Non-intensive recreation uses such as nature viewing 


and trail activities except motorized vehicle trails or the 
use of motorized trail vehicles. 


Forest, wildlife and fisheries management. 

Archaeological activities. 

Essential transportation and utility facilities. 

Accessory buildings, structures and facilities (e.g. a 

garage or farm pond) and site modifications required to 

accommodate them. 

9. Incidental uses (e.g. swimming pools, tennis courts) and 
site modifications required to accommodate them, provid- 
ed that the impact on the natural environment is minimal. 

10. Uses permitted in Park or Open Space Master or 
Management Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

11. Home occupations and cottage industries. 


12. Essential watershed management and flood and erosion 
control projects carried out or supervised by a public 
authority. 
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13. Limited expansion of the existing small sandstone quar- 
ries subject to Part 2.11. 


14. The Bruce Trail corridor including the pedestrian foot- 
path and, where necessary, bridges, boardwalks and 
other trail-related constructions and unserviced 
Overnight Rest Areas and Access Points for Bruce Trail 
users. 

15. Notwithstanding the policies of subsection 3 of this sec- 
tion, no single dwellings shall be permitted in those 
parts of Lots 7, 8 and the West Half of Lot 9, Concession 
2, Euphrasia Township designated Escarpment Natural 
Area. 


16. Bed and Breakfast Homes. 
17. Farm Vacation Homes. 


New Lots 


New lots may be created subject to conformity with the pro- 
visions of this section, the applicable policies in Part 2, 
Development Criteria, and official plans and, where applica- 
ble, zoning by-laws which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


1. A severance may be permitted for the purpose of correct- 
ing conveyances, enlarging existing lots or through 
acquisition by a public body provided no new building 
lot(s) is created. 


2. A lot may be created by severing one original township 
lot or half township lot (where the original township lot 
is 80 ha (200 ac.)), from another township lot or half 
township lot provided there have been no previous lots 
severed from one of the affected township lots. Such sev- 
erances shall only occur along the original township lot 
line. 


3. In the Town Plot of Brooke, Grey County, a lot may be 
created by severing one of the original Town Plot lots 


from another, provided there have been no previous lots 
severed from one of the affected Town Plot lots. Such 
severances shall only occur along the original Town Plot 
lines. 


4. A lot created by a public body (e.g. for a road or park) 
will not be considered a previous lot. A remnant lot(s) 
created as a result of a parcel acquired by a public body, 
which may be used as a building lot(s) shall be consid- 
ered a previous lot. A lot owned by a public body as part 
of the parks and open space system or the Bruce Trail 
Corridor which was an existing lot of record prior to its 
acquisition by the public body shall be considered a pre- 
vious lot. 


5. Notwithstanding the policies of this section, no new lots 
shall be created from either all or part of the 
Escarpment Natural Area located within Lot 7, 8 or the 
West Half of Lot 9, Concession 2, Euphrasia Township, 
unless such lots are being created for the purpose of cor- 
recting conveyances or through acquisition by a public 
body. The owner(s) of Lots 7, 8 and the West Half of Lot 
9, Concession 2, Euphrasia Township, may, however, 
seek approval for a plan of condominium covering all of 
the said lots provided such plan does not contain more 
than 8 units. 


1.4 Escarpment Protection Area 


Escarpment Protection Areas are important because of their 
visual prominence and their environmental significance. 
They are often more visually prominent than Escarpment 
Natural Areas. Included in this designation are Escarpment 
features that have been significantly modified by land-use 
activities such as agriculture or residential development, 
land needed to buffer prominent Escarpment Natural Areas, 
and natural areas of regional significance. 


The policy aims to maintain the remaining natural features 
and the open, rural landscape character of the Escarpment 
and lands in its vicinity. 


Objectives 


iN 


To maintain and enhance the open landscape character 
of Escarpment features. 


To provide a buffer to prominent Escarpment features. 


To maintain natural areas of regional significance and 
cultural heritage features. 


To encourage agriculture, forestry and recreation. 


Criteria for Designation 


ie 


Escarpment slopes and related landforms where existing 
land uses have significantly altered the natural environ- 
ment (e.g. agricultural lands or residential develop- 
ment). 


Areas in close proximity to Escarpment slopes which 
visually are part of the landscape unit. 

Regionally Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (Life Science). 


Permitted Uses 


Subject to Part 2, Development Criteria, the following uses 
may be permitted: 


i 
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Agricultural operations. 

Existing uses. 

Single dwellings. 

Mobile or portable dwelling unit(s) accessory to an agri- 
cultural operation. 

In non-agricultural areas, recreational uses oriented 
towards the land which require minimal modification of 
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the existing natural, topographic and landscape features 
and which do not require the building of major struc- 
tures (e.g., picnic sites, day use sites, unserviced camp 
sites, trail uses). Golf courses are not permitted. 

Forest, wildlife and fisheries management. 
Archaeological activities. 

Transportation and utility facilities. 

Accessory buildings, structures and facilities (e.g. a 
garage or farm pond), and the site modifications 
required to accommodate them. 

Small-scale commercial uses accessory to agriculture. 
Incidental uses (e.g. swimming pools, tennis courts and 
ponds) and site modifications required to accommodate 
them, provided the impact on the natural environment 
is minimal. 

Small scale institutional uses. 

Uses permitted in Park and Open Space Master or Man- 
agement Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

Home occupations, cottage industries and home industries. 
Veterinary clinics. 

Animal kennels in conjunction with a single dwelling. 
Watershed management and flood and erosion control 
projects carried out or supervised by a public agency. 
Limited expansion of the existing small sandstone quar- 
ries subject to Part 2.11. 

The Wayside pit in Part West Half of Lot 23, Concession 
5 the Town of Halton Hills (formerly Twp. of Esquesing) 
lying south of the railway and designated Escarpment 
Protection Area, excluding the lands owned by Ontario 
Hydro. 

The Bruce Trail corridor including the pedestrian foot- 
path and, where necessary, bridges, boardwalks and 
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other trail-related constructions and unserviced 
Overnight Rest Areas and Access Points for Bruce Trail 
users. 


A commercial use (restaurant) in a portion of an existing 
+/-65 sq.m building located on Part of Lot 33 in Con. IX 
East of Bury Road in the Township of Lindsay in the 
County of Bruce being part of Part 1 as shown on a Plan 
deposited in the Land Registry Office for the Registry 
Division of Bruce (No. 3) as Number 3R-2640. 


A campground on that portion of the north half of Lot 
24, Concession 2 N.D.S., formerly Township of Nelson, 
now the City of Burlington, Regional Municipality of 
Halton, shown generally in hatching on Map 1 attached 
to Amendment No. 8. 


Notwithstanding the policies of subsections 3 and 4 of 
this section and of Part 2.2.7, a maximum of eight single 
dwellings (including those accessory to an agricultural 
operation) are permitted within those parts of Lots 7, 8 
and the West Half of Lot 9, Concession 2, Euphrasia 
Township designated “Escarpment Protection Area” on 
Map 1 attached to Amendment No. 19 to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. No new single dwellings are permitted 
within the said Escarpment Protection Area unless they 
are located within the “Development Area” shown on 
Map 1. 

A commercial use (model home/showroom/office and 
sales outlet) in an existing +/- 400 square metre (4300 
square feet) building located on Part East 1/2 Lot 1, 
Concession 7, East of Hurontario Street in the Township 
of Mono in the County of Dufferin, having an area of 
1.01 hectares (2.5 acres) and having a frontage of 58 m 
(190 ft). 


Small scale recycling depots for paper, glass and cans 
etc., serving the local community. 


26. 


Ze 


28. 
29. 


Notwithstanding other policies in this Plan, a golf 
course, with related golf club facilities is permitted on a 
111 ha (275 ac) parcel located on the following lands. 
Firstly: Part of Lots 2, 3 and 4, Concession 10, in the 
Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, Regional Municipality of 
Niagara. Secondly: Part Lot 1, in the City of Thorold, in 
the Regional Municipality of Niagara. Thirdly: Part Gore 
Lots 10 and 11, in the City of Niagara Falls, in the 
Regional Municipality of Niagara: Lastly: Part Lot 5, 
Concession 10, in the City of St. Catharines, in the 
Regional Municipality of Niagara. 

Notwithstanding other policies in this Plan, a golf course 
is permitted on a 55 ha (135 acre) parcel located on Part 
Lots B and C, Eastern Gore and Part Lots 1 and 2, 
Concession 2, and Part of Lot C, Concession 3 situated 
between the “bench face” and the Niagara Escarpment in 
the Town of Grimsby, in the Regional Municipality of 
Niagara. 

Bed and Breakfast Homes. 

Farm Vacation Homes. 


New Lots 


New lots may be created subject to conformity with the pro- 
visions of this section, the applicable policies in Part 2, 
Development Criteria, and official plans and, where applica- 
ble, zoning by-laws which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
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A severance may be permitted for the purpose of correct- 
ing conveyances, enlarging existing lots or through 
acquisition by a public body provided no new building 
lot(s) is created. 

New lots may be created for agricultural operations pro- 
vided both the severed and remnant parcels are of suffi- 
cient size to remain useful for agricultural purposes as 


outlined in the Food Land Guidelines. 


A lot may be created by severing one original township lot 
or half township lot (where the original township lot is 80 
ha (200 ac.)), from another township lot or half township 
lot provided there have been no previous lots severed 
from one of the affected township lots. Such severances 
shall only occur along the original township lot line. 


In the Town Plot of Brooke, Grey County, a lot may be 
created by severing one of the original Town Plot lots 
from another, provided there have been no previous lots 
severed from one of the affected Town Plot lots. Such 
severances shall only occur along the original Town Plot 
lot lines. 

Provided no lots have been severed in the past from the 
original township lot or half township lot, where the 
original township lot is 80 ha (200 ac.) or more a full 
time bona fide farmer who is retiring from active work- 
ing life and has farmed the land from the date of 
approval of the original Plan on June 12, 1985, may be 
permitted a lot on which the farmer intends to retire 
and reside. 

A lot created by a public body (e.g. for a road or park) 
will not be considered a previous lot. A remnant lot(s) 
created as a result of a parcel acquired by a public body, 
which may be used as a building lot(s) shall be consid- 
ered a previous lot. A lot owned by a public body as part 
of the parks and open space system or the Bruce Trail 
Corridor which was an existing lot of record prior to its 
acquisition by the public body shall be considered a pre- 
vious lot. 


Notwithstanding the New Lots policies herein and the 
policies of Part 2.4, Lot Creation, that part of Lot 6, Con. 
5, Town of Pelham, Regional Municipality of Niagara, 
abutting the south limit of the Ontario Hydro lands hav- 
ing a frontage of 340.9 ft. on the west side of Effingham 


Road, a depth of 509.0 ft. along the Ontario Hydro lands, 
a western dimension of 253.9 ft. and a southern dimen- 
sion of 505.3 ft. may be divided into two lots. 


Notwithstanding the policies of this section, no new lots 
shall be created from either all or part of the 
“Escarpment Protection Area” located within Lot 7, 8 or 
the West Half of Lot 9, Concession 2, Euphrasia 
Township, unless such lots are being created for the pur- 
pose of correcting conveyances or through acquisition 
by a public body. The owner(s) of Lot 7, 8 and the West 
Half of Lot 9, Concession 2, Euphrasia Township, may, 
however, seek approval for a plan of condominium cov- 
ering all of the said lots, provided such plan does not 
contain more than 8 units. 


1.5 Escarpment Rural Area 


Escarpment Rural Areas are an essential component of the 
Escarpment corridor, including portions of the Escarpment 
and lands in its vicinity. They provide a buffer to the more 
ecologically sensitive areas of the Escarpment. 


Objectives 

1. To maintain scenic values of lands in the vicinity of the 
Escarpment. 

2. To maintain the open landscape character by encourag- 
ing the conservation of the traditional cultural land- 
scape and cultural heritage features. 

3. To encourage agriculture and forestry and to provide for 
compatible rural land uses. 

4. To provide a buffer for the more ecologically sensitive 
areas of the Escarpment. 

5. To provide for the designation of new Mineral Resource 


Extraction Areas which can be accommodated by an 


Land Use 
Policies 


Land Use 
Policies 


amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Criteria For Designation 


Minor Escarpment slopes and landforms. 

Lands in the vicinity of the Escarpment necessary to 
provide an open landscape, and/or are of ecological 
importance to the environment of the Escarpment. 


Permitted Uses 


Subject to Part 2, Development Criteria, the following uses 
may be permitted: 


1 


2. 
3. 
4 
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Agricultural operations. 

Existing uses. 

Single dwellings. 

Mobile or portable dwelling unit(s) accessory to.an agri- 
cultural operation. 

In non-agricultural areas, recreational uses such as 
campgrounds, golf courses, country clubs and trail uses 
provided that any detrimental impact of these uses on 
the Escarpment scenic qualities and natural environ- 
ment is kept to a minimum. 

Forest, wildlife and fisheries management. 
Archaeological activities. 

Transportation and utility facilities; however only linear 
facilities may be permitted in prime agricultural areas. 
Accessory buildings, structures and facilities (e.g. a 
garage or farm pond), and site modifications required to 
accommodate them. 

Small scale commercial uses accessory to agricultural 
operations. 

Incidental uses (e.g. swimming pools, tennis courts and 
ponds) and site modifications required to accommodate 
them, provided that the impact on the natural environ- 
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ment is minimal. 

In non-agricultural areas, small scale institutional uses. 
Uses permitted in Park or Open Space Master or 
Management Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

Home occupations, cottage industries and home indus- 
tries. 

Veterinary clinics. 

Animal kennels in conjunction with a single dwelling. 

In non-agricultural areas, small-scale commercial and 
industrial development servicing agriculture and the 
rural community. 

Watershed management and flood and erosion control 
projects carried out or supervised by a public agency. 
The Bruce Trail corridor including the pedestrian foot- 
path and, where necessary, bridges, boardwalks and 
other trail-related constructions and unserviced 
Overnight Rest Areas and Access Points for Bruce Trail 
users. 


New licensed pits or quarries producing less than 20,000 
tonnes (22,000 tons) annually subject to Part 2.11. 


New licensed pits or quarries producing more than 
20,000 tonnes (22,000 tons) annually subject to Part 1.9 
(requiring an amendment to the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan), and Part 2.11. 

Wayside pits or wayside quarries subject to the 
Aggregate Resources Act, the Ministry of Transportation 
Wayside Pits and Quarries Criteria and Part 2.11. 
Limited expansion of the existing small sandstone quar- 
ries subject to Part 2.11. 

That part of Lot 12, Con. 2, WHS, in the Town of 
Caledon (former Twp. of Caledon) designated as 
Escarpment Rural Area on Map 4 of the Niagara 
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Escarpment Plan and outlined in a heavy dark line on 
“Map 2 to Amendment No. 1 to the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan” may be used for berming, screening and tempo- 
rary stockpiling of earthen material. 

Notwithstanding the policies of subsections 3 and 4 of 
this section, no single dwellings (including those acces- 
sory to an agricultural operation) shall be permitted in 
those parts of Lot 7 and 8, Concession 2, Euphrasia 
Township, designated “Escarpment Rural Area”. 
Small-scale recycling depots for paper, glass and cans 
etc., serving the local community. 


Bed and Breakfast Homes. 
Farm Vacation Homes. 


New Lots 


New lots may be created subject to conformity with the pro- 
visions of this section, the applicable policies in Part 2, 
Development Criteria, and official plans and, where applica- 
ble, zoning by-laws which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


The 


A severance may be permitted for the purpose of correct- 
ing conveyances, enlarging existing lots or through 
acquisition by a public body provided no new building 
lot(s) is created. 

New lots may be created for agricultural operations pro- 
vided both the severed and remnant parcels are of suffi- 
cient size to remain useful for agricultural purposes as 
outlined in the Food Land Guidelines. 


A lot may be created by severing one original township 
lot or half township lot (where the original township lot 
is 80 ha (200 ac.)) from another township lot or half 
township lot provided there has been no more than one 
previous lot severed from one of the affected township 
lots. Such severances shall only occur along the original 


township lot line. 


Provided no lots have been created in the past from the 
original township lot, or half township lot (where the 
original township lot is 80 ha (200 ac.) or more), and 
where the proposed lot is not in conflict with the Food 
Land Guidelines, one lot may be severed for a permitted 
use. 


No new lots are permitted where one or more lots have 
been severed from the original township lot, or half 
township lot (where the original township lot is 80 ha 
(200 ac.) or more). 


In addition, provided no more than one lot has been sev- 
ered from the original township lot or half township lot, 
where the original township lot is 80 ha (200 ac.) or 
more, a full-time bona fide farmer who is retiring from 
active working life and has farmed the land from the 
date of approval of the original Plan on June 12, 1985, 
may be permitted a lot on which the farmer intends to 
retire and reside. 


A lot created by a public body (e.g. for a road or park) 
will not be considered a previous lot. A remnant lot(s) 
created as a result of a parcel acquired by a public body, 
which may be used as a building lot(s) shall be consid- 
ered a previous lot. A lot owned by a public body as part 
of the parks and open space system or the Bruce Trail 
Corridor which was an existing lot of record prior to its 
acquisition by the public body shall be considered a pre- 
vious lot. 


Notwithstanding the policies of this section, no new lots 
shall be created from either all or part of the 
Escarpment Rural Area located within Lot 7 or 8, 
Concession 2, Euphrasia Township, unless such lots are 
being created for the purpose of correcting conveyances 
or through acquisition by a public body. The owner(s) of 
Lot 7, 8 and the West Half of Lot 9, Concession 2, 


Land Use 
Policies 


Euphrasia Township, may, however, seek approval for a 
plan of condominium covering all of the said lots, pro- 
vided such plan does not contain more than 8 units. 


Land Use 
Policies 


Development Policies for Mineral Extraction 


1. In evaluating applications for amendment to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan to redesignate Escarpment Rural Area 
to Mineral Resource Extraction Area, the following mat- 
ters will be considered: 


a) Protection of the natural and cultural environment, 
namely: 


i) Groundwater and surface water systems on a 
watershed basis; 


iil) Habitat of rare, vulnerable, threatened or 
endangered species; ; 


ili) Adjacent Escarpment 
Escarpment Natural Areas; 


iv) Adjacent Rural Area natural features; 

v) Existing and optimum routes of the Bruce Trail; 
vi) Provincially significant wetlands; 

vii) Provincially significant ANSIs; and, 

vill) Significant cultural heritage features. 

b) Opportunities for achieving the objectives of Section 8 
of the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development 
Act through the final rehabilitation of the site; 

c) Maintenance and enhancement of the quality and char- 
acter of natural systems, water supplies, including fish 
habitat; and 

d) Capability of the land for agricultural uses and its 
potential for rehabilitation for agricultural uses. 


Protection and 
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2. Amendment applications must be accompanied by: 
a) Information on the location of the site in relation to 


the actual Escarpment and to the Escarpment Rural, 
Protection and Natural Area designations; 


b) Information to support the requirements of Policy 1, 
along with information submitted to meet the require- 
ments of the Aggregate Resources Act, including site 
plans submitted under Section 8 and reports submitted 
under Section 9; and, 


c) Information on the ultimate use of the site in confor- 
mity with the Escarpment Rural, Protection or Natural 
Area designations. 


3. Applications for Provincial wayside pits or quarries and 
for amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan to 
redesignate Escarpment Rural Area to Mineral Resource 
Extraction Area will take into consideration the mineral 
resource study of the Plan area and surrounding areas. 
The study will be completed within 18 months of the 
approval of the revised Plan. Applications received on or 
after the date of approval of the revised Plan will not be 
processed under the Plan until the mineral resource 
study is completed to allow its findings to be reflected in 
the review of such applications. This restriction on pro- 
cessing applications will be in effect for the duration of 
the 18 month study. 


1.6 Minor Urban Centre 


This land-use designation identifies those rural settlements, 
villages and hamlets that are distributed throughout the area 
of the Plan. 


Objectives 

1. To recognize, maintain and enhance existing rural set- 
tlements or provide concentration points for develop- 
ment and growth in rural areas. 

2. To ensure that cumulatively the existing Minor Urban 
Centre and any associated development and growth can 


be accommodated and serviced in a manner that would 
be environmentally sustainable over the long term. 

3. To maintain and enhance the cultural heritage features 
of these settlement areas, municipalities are encouraged 
to : (a) designate all or parts of them in accordance with 
the Ontario Heritage Act and (b) recommend all or parts 
of them be listed as being of heritage significance in the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. In addition the Commission is 
encouraged to list in the Niagara Escarpment Plan any 
such areas it feels appropriate. 

4. To ensure that new development is compatible with the 
identity and traditional character of Minor Urban 
Centres. 


5. To generally direct the growth of villages, hamlets, and 
settlement areas away from Escarpment Natural Areas 
and Escarpment Protection Areas into Escarpment Rural 
Areas in a logical manner with the least possible envi- 
ronmental and agricultural disruption. 

6. To ensure that any growth will be in accordance with a 
municipal official plan and/or secondary plan which is 
not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Criterion for Designation 

The Minor Urban Centre designation includes the following 
list of villages and hamlets which are designated in local, 
regional or county official plans. 


Balmy Beach Barrow Bay Belfountain 
Campbellville | Cataract Cheltenham 
Colpoys Bay Dunedin Dyers Bay 
Eugenia Glen Huron Greensville 
Griersville Henderson’s Corners 
Inglewood Kilbride Kimberley 
Limehouse Lowville Massie 


Milton Heights Mono Centre Mono Mills 
Mount Nemo Oxenden Queenston 
Silver Creek Singhampton Springmount 
St. Davids Terra Cotta (Caledon) 


Walters Falls Winona Woodford 


Additions to this list and the designations on Maps 1 to 9 
require amendments to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Preparation of Municipal Official Plans and/or 
Secondary Plans 


The Objectives and Development and Growth Objectives of 
this designation are to be applied in the preparation and 
approval of official plans and/or secondary plans for Minor 
Urban Centres. 


Boundaries 


1. Boundaries showing the growth areas of Minor Urban 
Centres which have been clearly defined by the munici- 
pality in an approved official plan and/or secondary plan 
which is not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan are shown on Maps | to 9. 


Changes to these boundaries (e.g., expansion) will 
require an amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


2. Minor Urban Centres without defined boundaries are 
shown by a symbol on Maps 1 to 9. Boundaries to estab- 
lish the growth areas for these Minor Urban Centres will 
be established by the municipality through the process- 
ing and approval of an official plan and/or secondary 
plan which is not in conflict with the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 

The boundary accepted can be added to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan Maps without requiring an amend- 
ment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Land Use 
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Permitted Uses and New Lots 

Subject to part 2, the Development Criteria: 

1. The range of permitted uses and the creation of new lots 
in a Minor Urban Centre will be those in an approved 
official plan and/or secondary plan not in conflict with 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

2. The range of permitted uses and the creation of new lots 
for Minor Urban Centres without an approved official 
plan and/or secondary plan (or where the official plan 
and/or secondary plan has not been reviewed for con- 
flict) will be subject to the Objectives and Development 
and Growth Objectives of this designation. 


Amendments to Municipal Plans and/or Secondary Plans 


Amendments to designations and/or land use policies within 
the boundaries of an approved official plan and/or secondary 
plan which is not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan may be made without requiring an amendment to the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan provided such an amendment does 
not involve the Escarpment Natural Area or conflict with the 
Objectives and Development and Growth Objectives of this 
designation. 


Land Use Control 


Land use control within a Minor Urban Centre with an 
approved official plan and/or secondary plan which is not in 
conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan may be exercised 
either through by-laws passed under the Planning Act or 
Development Control as authorized under the provisions of 
the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act. 


By-laws or by-law amendments must not conflict with the 
Objectives and Development and Growth Objectives of this 
designation, and the Development Criteria in Part 2 of the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Development and Growth Objectives 


IE 


Development and growth, including the creation of new 
lots, shall not extend into the Escarpment Natural Areas. 
An exception may be made to include the Escarpment 
Natural Area within the boundary of a Minor Urban 
Centre where it is not physically logical to exclude an 
Escarpment Natural Area from a Minor Urban Centre 
(e.g., river valley through a village). In this instance the 
Escarpment Natural Area designation and its policies 
must be incorporated into the official plan/secondary 
plan or development proposal. 

Development and growth should generally not extend 
into Escarpment Protection Areas but be directed to 
Escarpment Rural Areas in a manner consistent with 
Escarpment Rural Area objectives. 

Development and growth should be limited to minimize 
land-use conflicts (e.g., with agriculture) and, where 
appropriate, incorporate adequate screening and/or set- 
backs to reduce the visual impact on the Escarpment 
landscape (e.g., berming, tree planting, subdued lighting). 
Development and growth should be minor only, relative 
to the size and capacity of the settlement to absorb new 
growth, so that the rural heritage of the community is 
maintained. A consideration shall be the scale (e.g., floor 
area, height, design) of new housing and its compatibili- 
ty with the traditional character of the village. 
Development and growth should take place as a logical 
extension of existing development in the form of 
planned groups rather than linear or scattered develop- 
ment. Expansion in depth rather than extension along 
existing roads is favoured. 

Limited infilling may be permitted in the built-up por- 
tions of Minor Urban Centres that do not have an 
approved official plan and/or secondary plan. 


8. Development and growth should be compatible with and 
provide for the protection or restoration of historic fea- 
tures or areas, archaeological sites and structures of 
architectural significance in accordance with the 
Heritage Criteria in Part 2.12 of this Plan. 


9. Development and growth should be compatible with and 
provide for the protection of unique ecologic areas, 
wildlife and fish habitats, streams and water supplies and 
other environmentally sensitive areas, both inside and 
adjacent to the Minor Urban Centres. 

10. Consideration of new growth and development must 
include an examination of the specific and cumulative 
environmental, economic and social effects of providing 
services (e.g. water, sewage disposal, schools, roads, 
CLC.) 

11. Adequate public access to the Escarpment should be 
provided by such means as parking areas, walkways or 
pedestrian trails (e.g., the Bruce Trail). 

12. Agricultural areas should be protected and maintained 
when development and growth is being considered. 


13. Development and growth should be compatible with 
adjacent existing Mineral Resource Extraction Area des- 
ignations and, where appropriate incorporate methods 
of minimizing land-use conflicts (e.g., staging, site 
design, berming). 


1.7 Urban Area 

This designation identifies Urban Areas in which the 
Escarpment and closely related lands are located. In some 
areas the Escarpment is still largely undeveloped although 
surrounded by existing development (e.g. Hamilton). In 
other areas urban growth already has encroached substan- 
tially on the Escarpment (e.g. Wiarton). 


Objective 
To minimize the impact and further encroachment of urban 
growth on the Escarpment environment. 


Criterion for Designation 


Urban development and committed urban areas on or adja- 
cent to the Escarpment as provided for in municipal official 
plans and/or secondary plans. 


Urban Area designations are found within the following 

municipalities: 
City of St. Catharines 
City of Stoney Creek 
City of Hamilton 
Town of Dundas 
Township of Derby 
Village of Lion’s Head 


Town of Grimsby 
Town of Ancaster 
Town of Flamborough 
City of Owen Sound 
Town of Wiarton 


Boundaries 

The boundaries of the Urban Area designation generally 
reflect those areas within a municipality identified for urban 
development in municipal official plans and/or secondary 
plans. 

Annexation of land by a municipality does not require an 
amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. However, any 
change to the designations of the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
requires a Plan amendment. 


Permitted Uses and New Lots 


Proposed uses and the creation of new lots may be permitted 
subject to conformity with Part 2, Development Criteria, the 
following Development Objectives as incorporated into offi- 
cial plans and/or secondary plans and, where applicable, zon- 
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ing by-laws that are not in conflict with the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 

Changes to permitted uses, expansions and alterations of 
existing uses or the creation of new lots within the Urban 
Area designation will not require an amendment to the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Development Objectives 

1. All development should be of an urban design compati- 
ble with the visual and natural environment of the 
Escarpment. Where appropriate, provision for adequate 
setbacks and screening should be required to minimize 
the visual impact of urban development on the 
Escarpment landscape. 

2. New development shall not encroach into the 
Escarpment Natural or Escarpment Protection Areas. 

3. New lots shall not be created to include the Escarpment 
Natural or Escarpment Protection Area. 


4. Lots shall not be enlarged to extend into the Escarpment 
Natural or Protection Area in order to provide more area 
for development. 


5. New lots may include the Escarpment Natural or 
Escarpment Protection Area designation under the fol- 
lowing circumstances: 


a) correcting conveyances; 


b) where the land in the Escarpment Natural Area or 
Escarpment Protection Area is to be acquired by a public 
body; 


c) enlarging existing lots provided that no further frag- 
mentation of the Escarpment Natural or Escarpment 
Protection Areas would result and provided there is suf- 
ficient area in the Urban Area to accommodate the pro- 
posed development. 


6. Adequate public access to the Escarpment should be 
provided by such means as parking areas, walkways or 
pedestrian trails (e.g. the Bruce Trail). 

7. Development proposals should be compatible with and 
provide for the protection or restoration of historic fea- 
tures or areas, archaeological sites and structures of 
architectural significance in accordance with Part 2.12. 


8. Special attention should be given to the protection and 
restoration of the former Village of Waterdown through 
municipal designation under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

9. Growth should be compatible with and provide for the 
protection of unique ecologic areas, wildlife habitats, 
streams and water supplies and other environmentally 
sensitive areas both inside and adjacent to Urban Areas. 


10. Development of that part of Lots 4 and 5, Concession 3, 
Town of Flamborough re-designated to Urban Area by 
Amendment 13 to the Niagara Escarpment Plan (see 
Map 1 to Amendment 13 to the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan) will only be permitted when adequate sewage 
capacity becomes available for the site. 


1.8 Escarpment Recreation Area 


Designated Recreation Areas are areas of existing or potential 
recreational development associated with the Escarpment. 
Such areas may include both seasonal and permanent 
residences. 


Objectives 

1. To minimize any adverse effects of recreational activities 
on the Escarpment environment. 

2. To provide areas where new recreational and associated 
development can be concentrated around established, 
identified or approved downhill ski centres. 


3. To provide areas where new recreational and associated 
development can be concentrated around established, 
identified or approved lakeshore cottage areas in Grey 
and Bruce Counties. 


4. To recognize the importance of the Four Seasons 
Craigleith-Camperdown Recreation Area to the tourism 
sector of Ontario’s economy. 

5. To provide for the development of new ski centres or 
other recreational areas. 


6. To ensure that future recreational development is com- 
patible with cultural and natural heritage values (e.g., 
fisheries and wildlife habitats) in the area. 


Criterion For Designation 

Established, identified or approved recreational areas (e.g. 
ski centres, lakeshore cottage areas, resort development and 
the Four Seasons Craigleith-Camperdown Recreation Area). 


Permitted Uses 


Subject to Part 2, Development Criteria, and the requirements 

of official plans, and/or secondary plans and, where applicable, 

zoning by-laws that are not in conflict with the Niagara 

Escarpment Plan, the following uses may be permitted. 

1. Existing uses. 

2. In ski centres, accessory buildings, structures and facili- 
ties (e.g., snow-making pond) and the site modifications 
required to accommodate them and incidental uses (e.g. 
golf courses, tennis courts) and the site modifications 
required to accommodate them provided that any 
adverse effect on the environment is minimal. 

3. In ski centres, facilities such as ski runs, ski lifts, snow- 
mobile trails, slide rides, toboggan runs, ski chalets and 
commercial development such as lodges, retail stores 


and service establishments associated with the centre. 


4. In lakeshore cottage areas, dwellings, facilities such as 
marinas, and commercial developments such as lodges, 
retail stores and service establishments accessory to the 
cottage recreational development. 


5. In the Craigleith-Camperdown and the Castle Glen 
Recreation Areas, uses as provided for in the Craigleith- 
Camperdown and the Castle Glen Secondary Plans. 

6. Uses permitted in Park and Open Space Master or 
Management Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

7. The Bruce Trail corridor including the pedestrian foot- 
path and, where necessary, bridges, boardwalks and 
other trail-related constructions and unserviced 
Overnight Rest Areas and Access Points for Bruce Trail 
users. 


New Lots 

Subject to Part 2, Development Criteria, and the require- 
ments of official plans, secondary plans and/or bylaws that 
are not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan new 
lots may be created for permitted uses. Residential develop- 
ment should occur on lots or blocks created by registered 
plans of subdivision or condominium or other similar forms 
of ownership. 


Development Objectives 

1. Except for plans of subdivision which have been draft or 
final approved or for development which is permitted in 
existing secondary plans on the day this plan was 
approved, development on prominent Escarpment slopes 
shall be limited to those recreational facilities such as 
ski runs, ski lifts or slides which require the slopes for 
the proper functioning of the operation. 


Land Use 
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2. Lakeshore cottage areas may extend inland to permit 
new development in a planned group provided that it 
does not encroach upon the Escarpment Natural Area or 
the Escarpment Protection Area designations and does 
not exceed approximately 200 metres (650 feet) in depth 
measured from the high water mark. 


3. Within lakeshore cottage areas, where proposed lots 
within a subdivision have no lake frontage, provision 
shall be made with the municipality (land or cash in 
lieu), prior to registration, for public lake frontage to be 
part of or adjacent to the subdivision. 

4. Growth should be compatible with and provide for the 
protection of unique ecologic, historic and archaeologi- 
cal areas, wildlife habitats, streams and water supplies 
and other environmentally sensitive areas both inside 
and adjacent to Escarpment Recreation Areas. 


5. Recreational uses shall be designed to utilize existing 
site and topographical conditions, with allowance for 
minimum regrading, placement/excavation of fill and 
vegetation removal only if they are essential to the use 
and only if adverse effects can be mitigated. 


Official Plans, Secondary Plans and/or Bylaws 

Official plans, secondary plans and/or by-laws for the designat- 
ed Escarpment Recreation Areas may be amended without 
requiring an amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan pro- 
vided these amendments are not in conflict with the objectives 
of the designation and Part 2, Development Criteria. 


1.9 Mineral Resource Extraction Area 


The Mineral Resource Extraction Area designation includes 
pits and quarries licensed pursuant to the Aggregate 
Resources Act and areas where mineral resource extraction 
may be permitted subject to the policies of this Plan. 


Objectives 
1. To designate licensed Mineral Resource Extraction 
Areas. 


2. To minimize the impact of mineral extraction operations 
on the Escarpment environment. 


3. To provide for areas where new pits and quarries may be 
established. 


4. To ensure that after uses and rehabilitation are compati- 
ble with the applicable Plan designation, the surround- 
ing environment and existing uses. 


5. To encourage, where possible, the rehabilitated after 
uses of pits and quarries to be integrated into the 
Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. 


Criteria For Designation 
1. Existing licensed areas. 


Permitted Uses 


Subject to conformity with Part 2, Development Criteria, and 
official plans and where applicable, zoning by-laws that are 
not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan, the follow- 
ing uses may be permitted: 


1. Agricultural operations. 
2. Existing uses. 


3. Mineral extraction operations licensed pursuant to the 
Aggregate Resources Act. 


A. Forest, fisheries and wildlife management. 
Archaeological activities. 


6. Recreational uses (such as trail activities and golf cours- 
es) which are oriented toward the land rather than the 
building of major structures. 


7. Essential utility and transportation facilities. 
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Watershed management and flood and erosion control 
projects carried out or supervised by a public agency. 
Accessory buildings and facilities normally associated 
with the mineral extraction operation, such as small- 
scale offices serving the subject site, or crushing and 
washing facilities. Asphalt plants, concrete plants, brick 
manufacturing plants and other similar manufacturing 
uses shall not be permitted. 


Incidental uses and site modifications required to 
accommodate them, provided that the impacts of such 
uses on the natural environment are minimal. 


Uses permitted in Park and Open Space Master or 
Management Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

The Bruce Trail corridor, including the pedestrian foot- 
path and, where necessary, bridges, boardwalks and other 
trail related constructions and unserviced overnight rest 
areas and access points for Bruce Trail users. 


After Uses 


Prior to a change of land use a Mineral Resource Extraction 
Area will require an amendment to the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan. The after use of the excavated area shall be compatible 
with, and have minimal impact upon, the surrounding uses 
and the objectives of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


After Uses 


1. 


Except for progressive rehabilitation, any new lot cre- 
ation or any change in land use within a Mineral 
Resource Extraction Area, other than the identified per- 
mitted uses, shall require an amendment to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 


All after uses shall require an amendment to the Niagara 


Escarpment Plan and shall be subject to a redesignation 
of the Mineral Resource Extraction Area designation to 
the applicable Niagara Escarpment Plan designation as 
determined through the application of the criteria for 
designation contained in the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
After uses of the Mineral Resource Extraction Area shall 
be in conformity with the objectives and permitted uses 
of the applicable redesignation of the Plan as determined 
through subsection 2. 


Where the rehabilitation is being undertaken by refor- 
estation, the after use shall aim to re-establish a func- 
tioning ecosystem similar in condition to the natural 
ecosystems in the region. 

The site shall be rehabilitated in accordance with the 
objectives of the applicable redesignation of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan and be compatible with and have mini- 
mal impact upon the surrounding natural and visual 
environment and existing uses. 

Where the rehabilitation is being undertaken to agricul- 
ture, substantially the same acreage and average soil 
capability for agriculture shall be restored. 


After uses shall be subject to conformity with Part 2, 
Development Criteria. 


New Mineral Resource Extraction Areas 
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New Mineral Resource Extraction Areas producing less than 
20,000 tonnes annually may be permitted in the 
Escarpment Rural Area without an amendment to the Plan. 
New Mineral Resource Extraction Areas producing 
more than 20,000 tonnes annually may be designated in 
the Escarpment Rural Area by an amendment to the 
Plan. Such an amendment will be to effect the change 
from Escarpment Rural Area to Mineral Resource 
Extraction Area. 


Land Use 
Policies 


—————— 


PART Z 
Development Criteria 


Development 
Criteria 


PART 2 - DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA 


2.1 Introduction 

The development criteria are to be applied to all development 
within the area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan in conjunc- 
tion with the other policies of the Plan. These criteria deal 
with development in a variety of situations, and, therefore, 
all the criteria will not apply to every development. 

In exercising its authority, the Niagara Escarpment 
Commission shall be consistent with policy statements 
established under Section 3(1) of the Planning Act. In addi- 
tion, the Commission shall be consistent with specific provi- 
sions of other provincial policies such as the Food Land 
Guidelines, Federal Fish Habitat Management Policy and 
ANSI Implementation Strategy. 

Where the development permit system as established pur- 
suant to The Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act and its regulations as amended is in effect, 
the development criteria shall be used in the consideration of 
development permit applications. 

The development criteria will also be used as a basis for 
bringing local official plans, secondary plans and, where 
applicable, zoning bylaws into conformity with this Plan and 
in the administration of site-plan control approvals. 


2.2 General Development Criteria 

The objective is to permit reasonable enjoyment by the own- 

ers of all lots that can sustain development. 

1. Permitted uses may be allowed provided that: 
a) The long-term capacity of the site can support the 
use without a substantial negative impact on Escarpment 
environmental features such as contours, water quality, 
water quantity, natural vegetation, soil, wildlife, popula- 


tion, visual attractiveness and cultural heritage features. 
b) The cumulative impact of development will not have 
serious detrimental effects on the Escarpment environ- 
ment (e.g. water quality, vegetation, soil, wildlife, and 
landscape). 

c) The site is not considered hazardous to life or proper- 
ty due to unstable soil conditions or possible flooding. 

d) Development meets applicable federal, provincial and 
municipal requirements including health and servicing 
requirements. 

Where a lot is located in more than one designation, 
development shall be located on that portion of the lot 
located in the least restrictive designation, except where 
it is evident that the impact of development on the 
Escarpment environment would be reduced by locating 
the development on a portion of the lot located in a 
more restrictive designation. 

Private sewage systems and water supplies associated 
with permitted uses require, where specified by statute, 
the approval of the Ministry of Environment and Energy 
or its agent, the local Medical Officer of Health, or the 
authority having jurisdiction in these matters. 

Any development permitted should be designed and 
located in such a manner as to preserve the natural, 
visual and cultural characteristics of the area. 


Where development involves new roads, road improve- 
ments or service corridors, their designation and align- 
ment should be in harmony with the Escarpment 
landscape. 


The design of subdivisions, condominiums or other sim- 
ilar forms of residential lot ownership within Urban 
Areas, Minor Urban Centres and Escarpment Recreation 
Areas should be in harmony with and maintain the exist- 
ing character of the Escarpment landscape. 


Single dwellings are limited to one per lot, unless the 
residential use is a mobile or portable dwelling unit(s) 
accessory to agriculture and complies with the criteria 
relating to agriculture. 

Development permitted should be designed and located in 
such a manner as to provide for or protect access to the 
Niagara Escarpment including the Bruce Trail Corridor. 
Bed and Breakfast and Farm Vacation Homes: 


a) Signs identifying Bed and Breakfast and Farm 
Vacation Homes shall be limited to one and be located 
only on the property which is the subject of the use. 


b) Signs shall have a maximum size of 0.4 square 
metres. 

c) One parking space shall be provided per guest room. 

d) Where meals are provided, no food or drink shall be 
offered or kept for sale to anyone who is not a guest 
of the Bed and Breakfast or Farm Vacation Home. 


2.3 Existing Uses 
The objective is generally not to disrupt existing uses. 


its 


An existing use, building or structure may expand or 
change in use, or be replaced when it can be sufficiently 
demonstrated that the objectives of the applicable desig- 
nation of the Niagara Escarpment Plan are met. 


Where an existing use has a substantial ecological or 
visual impact, the property owner shall be encouraged to 
bring the use into closer conformity with the objectives 
of the applicable designation of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan (e.g. erect a fence around a wrecking yard or install 
manure storage facilities). 

An existing use, building or structure may be rebuilt in 
the same location, of the same exterior size and use 
without a Niagara Escarpment Development Permit pro- 


vided provincial and municipal requirements and the 
provisions of Ontario Regulation 828/90 as amended, are 
met and in the case of hazard lands, approval is required 
from the Conservation Authority. 


An expansion or enlargement shall be minor in propor- 
tion to the size and scale of the building or use at the 
date of approval (June 12, 1985) of the original Niagara 
Escarpment Plan and shall not result in an intensifica- 
tion of the use. 
An existing use may change to a similar use or more 
compatible use provided it can be sufficiently demon- 
strated that the objectives of the applicable designation 
of the Niagara Escarpment Plan are met. 
The expansion/enlargement of existing ponds is not per- 
mitted unless it is a farm pond and is not located in the 
Escarpment Natural Area. 
On existing landfill sites in the Escarpment Natural, 
Escarpment Protection, Escarpment Rural Areas and 
Mineral Resource Extraction Area, the following waste 
related facilities may be permitted without an amend- 
ment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan provided it can be 
demonstrated that the objectives and development crite- 
ria of the Niagara Escarpment Plan are met: 
small scale recycling and/or compost facilities, serving 
the local community; 
temporary storage of household wastes (paint, etc.) 
serving the local community; 


containers and weight scales; and 


other incidental uses normally associated with the 
waste disposal site, serving the local community; 


but does not include: 


any expansion or alteration to an existing waste dispos- 
al site from what has been approved under the Niagara 
Escarpment Planning and Development Act; and the 
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Environmental Protection Act and/or the 
Environmental Assessment Act (including any expan- 
sion in area or height of a landfill or any change in the 
type of waste material being disposed of, such as a 
change from non-hazardous solid industrial waste to 
municipal waste); 

incineration facilities (including energy from waste 
facilities); and 

large scale packer and/or recycling plants or similar 
uses. 


2.4 Lot Creation 


The objective is to direct the formation of new lots to those 
locations that are the least environmentally sensitive. 


lie 


Lot Creation, including lots created within Urban Areas, 
Minor Urban Centres and Escarpment Recreation Areas, 
may be permitted subject to conformity with official 
plans and/or secondary plans and, where applicable, zon- 
ing by-laws that are not in conflict with the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, and the criteria set out under Part 2, 
Development Criteria. 

New lots to meet residential needs should be created pri- 
marily in designated Urban Areas, Minor Urban Centres 
and Escarpment Recreation Areas. 

New lots to provide recreational opportunities should be 
created primarily in designated Escarpment Recreation 
Areas and in some Minor Urban Centres. 

Ribbon or strip development should be prevented. 


The size and configuration of new lots shall be subject to 
the requirements of official plans and/or secondary 
plans, and where applicable, zoning bylaws and the 
objectives of the designation. 


New lots must satisfy the following criteria: 


7. 


10. 
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12. 


a) The location, design, size and density retain the 
open rural landscape and protect the natural fea- 
tures. 

b) The design is in harmony with the existing heritage 
features and heritage areas of the Escarpment land- 
scape. 

Prior to commenting upon new lots, the implementing 

authority shall consider: 

the number, distribution and density of vacant lots in 
the area; 


the additional lots that may be created in conformity 
with the Plan; 
the consequences of the development of the lots with 
regard to the objectives of the designation; and 
providing for or protecting public access to the Niagara 
Escarpment including the Bruce Trail corridor. 
The creation of new lots shall be consistent with all 
applicable provincial policies and should have regard to 
federal and municipal requirements. 
Where a lot is proposed in more than one designation, 
the severance policy of the least restrictive designation 
shall apply. There should be sufficient area in the least 
restrictive designation to accommodate the development. 
New lots created by consent shall front onto an existing 
public road which is of reasonable standard of construc- 
tion and generally maintained all year round. 


Public bodies and private persons are encouraged to 
consolidate existing vacant lots to establish new lots of 
such a size as to permit uses consistent with the objec- 
tives of the designation in which they are located. 

Where a portion of an original township lot or half town- 
ship lot, where the original township lot is 80 ha 
(200 ac.) includes a Minor Urban Centre, Urban Area or 


Escarpment Recreation Area, the New Lots policies of 
the applicable designations will apply only to the area 
outside the Minor Urban Centre, Urban Area and 
Escarpment Recreation Area boundary provided: 


(a) the lands outside constitute more than 50% of the 


original township lot, or half lot; and 


(b) the boundary of the Minor Urban Centre, Urban Area 


13. 


14. 


ES: 


or Escarpment Recreation Area has been clearly 
defined in an approved official plan and/or secondary 
plan not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

Where a portion of an original township lot or half town- 

ship lot, where the original township lot is 80 ha (200 

ac), lies outside the Plan area, the lots created outside 

the Plan area will be considered previous severances. 

New lots may be created by a public body through either 

acquisition, disposal or exchange provided such a lot 

does not conflict with the new lot policies and severance 

limits contained within Parts 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 

and 1.9, and the provisions of Part 3 of this Plan. 

Where more than one single dwelling exists on the same 

lot, the additional dwelling(s) may be severed provided 

all the following criteria can be met: 

(a) that neither the dwelling to be severed nor the 
dwelling(s) to be retained were approved on the basis 
that they would be for temporary use or for farm-help; 

(b) that all the dwellings on the property are legally 
existing uses and have received approval from the 
municipality; 

(c) that both the dwelling to be severed and the dwelling 
retained are in a reasonable standard for habitation and 
have been used as a dwelling unit within the year 
before making application to sever; 


(d) a mobile or portable dwelling unit shall not be severed. 


16. Where more than one single dwelling exists on the same 


lot and where these dwellings comply with provisions of 
Part 2.4.15, such dwelling(s) shall be considered as 
though it were a previous severance for the purpose of 
applying the new lots policies of the applicable designa- 
tion (e.g., 2 dwellings would be considered as 2 parcels 
for the purposes of determining density). 


2.5 New Development Affecting Steep Slopes and Ravines 


The objective is to ensure that new development affecting 
steep slopes (e.g. Escarpment slopes, rock faces, and talus 
slopes) and ravines does not result in environmental damage 
or in unsafe conditions. 


1. 


The crest or brow and toe of the slope or ravine shall be 
established by means of a site inspection by the imple- 
menting authority and these lines will be plotted on pro- 
posed development plans. 

The implementing authority will establish a minimum 
development setback from the brow or crest and toe of a 
slope or ravine and no disturbance of grades or vegeta- 
tion below the crest or brow and above the toe shall 
occur. 

Where this setback cannot be achieved on an existing lot 
of record on a steep slope, the setback may be varied or 
eliminated to the satisfaction of the implementing 
authority. 

An engineering report shall be prepared by the applicant 
if the existing or future stability of the slope or ravine is 
in question. 

Structures of any kind unless permitted by the policies 
of this Plan should not be placed on slopes in excess of 
25 per cent (1 in 4 slopes). 

During development, a screen of appropriate fencing 
material (e.g. snow fencing) should be established 
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approximately three metres (10 feet) from the crest of 
the slope in order to prevent any dumping. 

Development (e.g. ski facilities) should be designed in 
such a way as to minimize the disturbance and ensure 
the stability of Escarpment and ravine slopes. 


2.6 New Development Affecting Water Resources 


The objective is to ensure that new development affecting 
streams, watercourses, lakes, wetlands, and groundwater sys- 
tems will have minimum individual and cumulative effect on 
water quality and quantity, and on the Escarpment environ- 


ment. 

Water Quality 

1. Changes to the natural drainage should be avoided. 

2. No sewage system should be allowed closer than 30 
metres (approximately 100 feet) from: 
a) the high water mark of any lake; 
b) the top of a stream bank or ravine; or 
c) the edge of any wetland. 
Where this setback cannot be achieved on an existing lot 
of record the distance may be varied to the satisfaction 
of the Ministry of Environment and Energy or its desig- 
nated agent. 

3. A setback for other development will be established from 


each side of a stream, river bed, lakeshore or wetland 
necessary to maintain existing water quality. The width 
of this buffer shall be determined by the implementing 
authority in consultation with the Ministry of 
Environment and Energy, conservation authority and 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, which shall consider: 
a) soil type; 

b) types and amounts of vegetation cover; 


c) slope of the land; 

d) fish and wildlife. 

No alteration of the natural grade or drainage shall 

occur within the setback where, in the opinion of the 

implementing authority, such action would adversely 

affect surface and/or groundwater resources. 

The cutting of trees within the setback is regulated by 

Part 2.7 and 2.9, Development Criteria. 

Where in the opinion of the implementing authority a 

potential ground or surface water pollution problem 

exists, the applicant shall detail through appropriate 

studies, the detrimental effects and how they will be 

minimized. 

During development, the following sediment and ero- 

sion control practices should be carried out: 

a) Only the smallest practical area of land should be 
exposed at any time during the development. 


b) When land is exposed during development the expo- 
sure should be kept to the shortest practical period 
of time. 

c) Natural features such as tree groves, grades and 
waterways should be preserved. 


d) Temporary vegetation and/or mulching should be 
used to protect critical areas exposed during devel- 
opment. 

e) Final landscaping and vegetation should be installed 
as soon as practical following completion of the 
development. 

f) Top soil should not be removed from the site, but 
rather, should be stored and redistributed as a suit- 
able base for seeding and planting. 

g) Sediment control devices should be installed to 
remove sediment from run-off due to changed soil 


surface conditions during and after construction. 

h) Construction in or across a watercourse or wetland 
should be appropriately timed to minimize impacts 
on fish and wildlife habitat. 


Water Quantity 


8. 


Permitted Uses which involve water taking or undertake 
stream diversions must be demonstrated to be an essen- 
tial part of their operation and shall be of a scale and 
intensity that will not adversely affect water quality, 
quantity and the Escarpment environment. The imple- 
menting authority may require that studies be undertak- 
en to justify the need and amount of water taking and/or 
diversions and to mitigate impact on the Escarpment 
environment. 


9. When considering whether to allow a use which involves 
water taking or diversion, the implementing authority 
shall consider: 

a) the number, distribution, location and intensity of 
such activities within the watershed in terms of: 

i) the impact on water quality and quantity; 

ii) the cumulative effect on the objectives of the 
Plan and designation; 

iii) the quality and character of natural streams and 
water supplies. 

b) the water resource management policies/activities 
and permit requirements of the Ministry of 
Environment and Energy, Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Conservation Authority. 

Wetlands 


10. Development shall locate outside wetlands. 
11. The limits of the wetland shall be determined by the 


12: 


13. 


implementing authority, in consultation with the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and/or Conservation 

Authority. 

In addition to # 1 to 7 (water quality), development adja- 

cent to wetlands may be permitted only if it does not 

result in any of the following: 

a) loss of wetland functions; 

b) subsequent demand for future development which 
will negatively affect existing wetland functions; 

c) conflict with existing site-specific wetland manage- 
ment practices; and 

d) loss of contiguous wetland area. 

A development setback from the wetland area, which is 

to be maintained or established as a natural vegetative 

buffer, shall be established by the implementing authori- 

ty in consultation with the Ministry of Natural 

Resources. 


Fisheries 

The objective is to ensure that water resources are main- 
tained in a clean and healthy condition so that there is no 
net loss of aquatic ecosystems including fish habitat or other 
natural habitats which depend upon lakes, watercourses, 
wetlands, and groundwater systems for their existence. 


14. 


New Development or redevelopment adjacent to signifi- 
cant fishery resources shall demonstrate the following: 


a) the development shall ensure net gain/no net loss of 
productive capacity of fish habitat; 


b) maintenance of minimum baseflow of watercourses; 

c) maintenance of existing watercourses in a healthy, 
natural state; 

d) maintenance of vegetative buffers in accordance 
with the sensitivity of the fishery resource and 
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development criteria; and 


e) best available construction and management prac- 
tices shall be used to protect water quality and 
quantity, both during and after construction. 
Treatment of surface run-off to maintain water qual- 
ity and hydrological characteristics in receiving 
watercourses shall meet the standards established 
by the Ministries of Environment and Energy and 
Natural Resources. 


Public access to fishery resource areas shall be main- 
tained or, wherever possible, improved. 


Flood Plains 


16. 
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18. 
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20. 


No building or structure shall be permitted in identified 
flood plains or fill regulated areas except where the 
building or structure has been approved by the 
Municipal Council, the Conservation Authority and/or 
the Ministry of Natural Resources in accordance with 
established floodplain management and the develop- 
ment criteria. 


Watershed management and flood and erosion control 
projects shall be carried out in accordance with the stan- 
dards, policies or guidelines of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and/or conservation authority. 

Where possible, such projects should be designed and 
located to avoid or minimize the impact on wetlands, 
wildlife habitat, source areas, streams, steep slopes and 
other areas of visual and environmental significance. 
Where possible, ponds should be designed as offstream 
devices with bottom draw-off control structures. 

Water management and flood and erosion control pro- 
jects should be designed so as not to adversely affect 
downstream water quality, quantity and adjacent lands. 


21: 


When considering a new project the implementing 
authority shall consider the number, distribution and 
location of these works within the watershed in terms of 
their cumulative effect on the objectives of the applica- 
ble designation and watershed management 
policies/activities of the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy, Ministry of Natural Resources and the conserva- 
tion authority. 


Ponds 


22; 


23. 


Where permitted, the construction and expansion of 

ponds shall be in accordance with the following: 

a) The pond(s) shall be designed and located to avoid 
streams, wetlands, Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (life science), source areas, Escarpment 
slopes and significant watercourses; and 

b) The implementing authority shall consider the 
number, distribution and location of ponds within 
the watershed in terms of their cumulative effect on 
the objectives of the Plan as well as the quality and 
character of natural streams and water supplies. It 
must also meet with the water resource manage- 
ment policies/activities and permit requirements of 
the Ministry of Environment and Energy, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Conservation Authority. 


Where permitted, the construction, expansion and main- 
tenance of ponds shall be in accordance with the follow- 
ing: 

a) The policies of this Plan and the requirements of the 
Ministry of Environment and Energy, Ministry of 
Natural Resources, Conservation Authority and/or 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs; 

b) Natural vegetative buffers shall be maintained or 
established; 


c) The design shall not adversely affect downstream 
water quality, quantity, adjacent lands and riparian 
rights; and 

d) Applications which involve the impoundment or 
damming of surface drainage or spring sources shall 
be accompanied by detailed design drawings 
approved by a water resource engineer if structural 
or safety concerns exist. 

24. Existing ponds shall be encouraged to revert to a natural 
state (e.g., where there are significant environmental 
impacts or structural problems). 


25. Where an existing pond has a substantial ecological or 
potentially hazardous impact, the property owner shall 
be encouraged to take corrective measures which may 
include the installation of a bottom draw device or the 
establishment of a natural vegetative buffer at the edge 
of the pond. 

26. The construction of ponds associated with golf courses 
shall be supported by the preparation of a water budget 
analysis which: 

a) maximizes collection of surface drainage internal to 
the site; and 

b) incorporates measures within the overall design of 
the pond/drainage system which minimizes the 
demand for and reliance on supplementary water 
resources (e.g., well/groundwater sources and 
stream systems). 


2.7 New Development Within Wooded Areas 

The objective is to ensure that new development should pre- 

serve as much as possible of wooded areas. 

1. Disturbance of treed areas should be minimized, and 
proposed developments in heavily treed areas shall have 
site plan agreements containing specific management 


details regarding the protection of existing trees. 

2. Trees to be retained should be protected by means of 
snow fencing, wrapping, or other acceptable means dur- 
ing construction (e.g. tree wells). 

3. Existing tree cover or other stabilizing vegetation will be 
maintained on slopes in excess of 25 per cent (1 in 4 slope). 


2.8 Wildlife Habitat 


The objective is to protect the habitat of rare, vulnerable, 

threatened, and endangered plant and animal species, and 

minimize the impact of new development on wildlife habitat. 

1. New development will not be permitted in identified 
habitat of endangered plant or animal species. 

2. Development shall be designed so as to: 

a) minimize the impacts upon wildlife habitat, in par- 
ticular, rare, vulnerable, threatened plant or animal 
species, as identified by on-site evaluation; 

b) maintain wildlife corridors and linkages with adja- 
cent areas; and 


c) enhance wildlife habitat wherever possible. 


2.9 Forest Management 


The objective is to maintain and enhance the forests and 
associated animal and plant habitats. 


1. All cutting of trees requires approval from the imple- 
menting authority with the following exceptions: 


a) The cutting or other destruction, removal or prun- 
ing of trees carried out under The Crown Timber 
Act, The Forestry Act, The Woodlands Improvement 
Act, The Municipal Act and The Conservation 
Authorities Act, or in accordance with programs 
recommended by the forestry staff of the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. 
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The cutting or other destruction, removal or prun- 

ing of trees for domestic personal use provided that: 

i) the property owner or his/her agent is the tree 
cutter; 

ii) no sales of the trees or wood products will take 
place; and 

ill) the provision of Part 2.9.2 (e) are met. 

c) Where there are specialized tree crops, such as 
Christmas tree farms, nurseries, or orchards, where 
clear cutting or removal and replanting is a normal 
part of the operation. 

d) Where trees create a safety hazard (e.g. dead or dis- 
eased trees in danger of falling, trees blocking drive- 
way sight-lines). 

e) To facilitate approved permitted uses. 

Approval to cut is conditional upon: 

a) Using tree cutting methods designed to minimize 
adverse effects on the natural environment includ- 
ing surface drainage and groundwater. 

b) Minimizing disruption of habitats for plants and 
animal species occurring in the area. 

c) Retaining the diversity of tree species. 

d) Aiming over the long term to retain or enhance the 
quality, appearance and productivity of the forest 
site. : 

e) Minimum cutting within highly sensitive areas such 

as steep slopes, unstable soils, stream valleys, wet- 

lands and areas of significant groundwater recharge 
and discharge. 


Notwithstanding 1. above, all public bodies shall submit 
details of tree cutting plans to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources for approval before entering into any agree- 
ment involving the cutting of trees. 


Reforestation using native tree species shall be encour- 
aged by both provincial and municipal authorities, par- 
ticularly in areas of shallow and unstable soils, steep 
slopes, stream valleys, headwaters and groundwater 
infiltration areas critical to the maintenance of the 
quality and quantity of natural streams and water sup- 
plies; also, to restore open abandoned sub-marginal 
agricultural land to productivity by growing a forest 
crop. 

Any tree cutting program should include natural regen- 
eration or rehabilitation through reforestation where 
necessary. 


Tree cutting in an Area of Natural Scientific Interest 
(Life Science) which is in public ownership will be per- 
mitted where it is necessary to maintain the values for 
which the area was acquired, for emergency access, 
where existing agreements are in effect or to implement 
uses permitted in approved Park or Open Space Master 
or Management Plans which are not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


2.10 Agriculture 


The objective is to encourage agricultural uses in agricultur- 
al areas, to protect agricultural areas, to permit uses that are 
compatible with farming and to encourage accessory uses 
that directly support continued agricultural use. 


1 


Development and the creation of new lots, including a 
new lot for a bona fide retiring farmer, should maintain 
and protect agricultural areas from uses considered 
incompatible with sustaining the agricultural use and/or 
land base. 


Dwelling Units Accessory to Agriculture 
2. A dwelling unit(s) may be permitted accessory to an 
agricultural operation on the same property as the prin- 
cipal farm house subject to conformity with the follow- 
ing: 
a) Farm help must be necessary on a seasonal or full- 
time basis on the farm. 


b) The farmer shall live in the principal farm residence 
with farming as his/her principal occupation, and in 
the case of seasonal farming work part-time on the 
farm. 

c) The dwelling unit(s) shall be mobile or portable, 
without a basement; or in the case of horse farming, 
a dwelling unit may be permitted within a farm 
building, i.e., the horse barn. 

d) The dwelling unit(s) shall be located within the 
farm cluster and where possible, use the existing 
farm lane access and a separate lot shall not be cre- 
ated for it. 


e) The Development Permit shall be valid for three 
years only. 

f) Continuance of dwelling unit(s) will be considered 
through reapplication on a three year basis subject 
to adequate justification that the farm help contin- 
ues to be necessary to the farm operation. 

8) The dwelling unit(s) shall be removed when no 
longer required and/or when the Development 
Permit(s) expires. 

h) That any approval or agreement struck between the 
local municipality and the applicant to permit the 
additional dwelling unit(s) or farm help shall also be 
renewed, if necessary, on the anniversary of the 
Development Permit. 


Small-Scale Commercial Uses Accessory to Agriculture 


Small-scale commercial uses accessory to agriculture 
must satisfy the following Criteria: 
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a) 


A small-scale commercial use accessory to agricul- 
ture may be permitted provided it is subordinate, 
incidental and exclusively devoted to the principal 
agricultural use carried out on the farm property by 
the owner and is not considered a high intensity use 
out of character with the agricultural area. 


All buildings, structures and facilities, including 
parking areas, associated with the small-scale com- 
mercial use accessory to agriculture shall be 
designed and located to minimize the impact on the 
principal agricultural use, adjacent land use and the 
rural open landscape character. 


The majority of retail sales conducted as part of the 
small-scale commercial use accessory to agriculture 
shall be limited to the sale of produce grown on the 
property or produced on the property from the pro- 
duce grown on the property. This relationship shall 
be clearly outlined to the satisfaction of the imple- 
menting authority in the proposed plans for the 
development. 


Signage for small scale commercial uses accessory 
to agriculture shall be restricted to non-illuminated 
signs that are compatible with the surrounding 
open landscape and cultural heritage features. 
Generally the sign should be small in size and limit- 
ed to one per property. 

A use incidental to the small-scale commercial use 
accessory to agriculture may be integrated within 
the accessory operation provided that it does not 
result in an intensification of the use. 
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2.11 Mineral Resources 

The objective is to minimize the impact of new mineral 
extraction operations and accessory uses on the Escarpment 
environment. 


iF 


Extractive operations including wayside pits and quar- 
ries and haul routes shall not conflict with the following 
criteria: 

a) The protection of sensitive ecological, geological, 
historic and archaeological sites or areas. 

b) The protection of surface and groundwater 
resources. 

c) The maintenance of good agricultural areas, in 
accordance with the Food Land Guidelines. 

d) The minimization of the adverse impact of extrac- 
tive and accessory operations on existing agricultur- 
al or residential development. 

e) The preservation of the natural and cultural land- 
scapes as much as possible during extraction and 
after rehabilitation. 

f) The minimization of the adverse impact of extrac- 
tive and accessory operations on parks, open space 
and the existing and optimum routes of the Bruce 
Trail. 

For quarries licensed prior to June 12, 1985, no extrac- 

tion shall take place at any point nearer to the brow of 

the Escarpment than 90 metres (300 feet) measured 
horizontally. For new quarry operations approved after 
the date of approval of the revised Plan, no extraction 
shall take place at any point nearer to the brow of the 

Escarpment than 200 metres (600 feet) measured hori- 

zontally or any greater setback required by the imple- 

menting authority. 

As a condition of the licence the extractive operation 

shall be screened while it is in progress and, where pos- 


sible, prior to extraction in a manner compatible with 

the surrounding visual environment. 

Screening shall incorporate the following: 

a) Overburden material supplemented with native tree 
and shrub plantings should be utilized for screening 
purposes. 

b) Tree screen plantings are to be of compatible species 
and sizes to permit only very limited visual contact 
from the surrounding landscape. 

c) All plantings should be properly maintained to 
ensure continued survival and good growth rates. 

d) Where the existing forest is adequate to be consid- 
ered as an effective screen along the perimeter of 
the site, no additional artificial berming or stock pil- 
ing of overburden materials will be permitted within 
the forested area being used as a natural screen. 


Wherever possible, rehabilitation shall be progressive as 
the extraction proceeds. Progressive rehabilitation may 
include the use of off-site material, and where on-site 
material is not available, minimal amounts of off-site 
material required to stabilize and revegetate disturbed 
areas, but shall not include any major regrading toward 
a planned after-use with the deposition of off-site materi- 
al. 

The use of off-site material for progressive rehabilitation 
must also be acceptable to the Ministry of Environment 
and Energy and the Ministry of Natural Resources. 
Off-site material required for the processing of aggregate 
products being produced, may be transported to the site, 
i.e., sands to be mixed with existing aggregate to create a 
specified aggregate product. 

All accessory uses to the Mineral Resource Extraction 
Area operation shall be discontinued and be required to 
vacate the property as soon as the site is depleted, and 


should only be permitted where the new development 
incorporates suitable methods to minimize land-use 
conflicts (e.g., site design, berming). 


g) Terms and conditions related to the method of oper- 
ation and rehabilitation shall also be placed on the 
permit at the time of issuance. 


on-site processed material has been transported from c) The comments of affected municipalities will be Development 
the property. solicited on applications for wayside permits for : 2 
9. Rehabilitation shall incorporate the following: provincial road construction purposes. Criteria 
a) Excess topsoil and overburden are to be retained d) The opportunity to use mineral aggregate resources 
and stabilized for future rehabilitation. which would not be otherwise commercially devel- 
b) All excavated pit walls are to be regraded to a slope aa nee abandoned pits seat: shall 
of 3 to 1 or less except in regions where topsoil and STRUM Ul Ue ERVIN 2 CENTS oe gL 
fill materials are scarce. In such areas finished e) A wayside permit expires on the completion of the 
slopes may be no steeper than 2 to 1. Exposed sec- project or contract or eighteen (18) months after its 
tions of pit or quarry faces may be left unrehabilitat- issuance, whichever occurs first. Application for 
ed for aesthetic or educational purposes as incorpo- renewal or a new permit for the completion of the 
rated into an approved after-use plan. project or contract will be considered. 
c) Vegetation, including seeding, crops or trees and f) An estimated tonnage limit shall be determined 
shrubs, shall be planted as soon as possible follow- based on the requirement of the project or contract 
ing finished grading. and will be placed as a condition on the permit at 
10. New development adjacent to extractive operations the time of issuance. 


Special Provisions 
12. For the Mineral Resource Extraction Areas designated 


Wayside Pits and Quarries 
11. In addition to the Aggregate Resources Act proposed 


wayside pits and quarries shall also be subject to the fol- 

lowing: 

a) An application for a wayside permit shall be accom- 
panied by a sketch map drawn to scale indicating 
property features, present pit areas, excavation 
faces, areas to be excavated and other areas to be 
used. 

b) An application for a wayside permit shall be accom- 
panied by a rehabilitation statement or plan com- 
patible with the proposed operation and the land 
use in the area. 


on Map 3 in the west half of Lot 25, Conc. V, and the east 

half Lot 25, Conc. IV, in the Town of Halton Hills, the 

limits of mineral resource extraction to be established 
through the Development Permit and the Aggregate 

Resources Act licence processes shall contain: 

a) a setback of 15 m (50 ft.) from the southeasterly 
limit of the Escarpment Natural Area designation 
(top of bank for the Black Creek tributary) in the 
east half of Lot 25, Con. IV, and, 

b) asetback of 15 m (50 ft.) from the top of bank to be 
established through the forest area along the lot 
line between Lots 24 and 25, Con. V. 
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2.12 Heritage 

The objective is to inventory, interpret, evaluate, maintain 
and conserve the cultural heritage features of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan Area. 
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Care should be taken to discover unknown and to pre- 
serve known archaeological sites (especially native burial 
sites) and areas where such sites might reasonably be 
expected to exist. 

Existing heritage features, areas and properties should 
be retained and reused. To determine whether such 
actions are feasible, consideration shall be given to both 
economic and social benefits and costs. 

New development including reconstruction and alter- 
ations should be in harmony with the area’s character 
and the existing heritage features and building(s) in gen- 
eral mass, height and setback and in the treatment of 
architectural details, especially on building facades. 
Where new development involves a heritage feature it 
should express the feature in some way. This may 
include one or more of the following: 


a) preservation and display of fragments of the former 
buildings’ features and landscaping; 

b) marking the traces of former locations, shapes and 
circulation lines; 


c) displaying graphic verbal descriptions of the former use; 


d) reflection of the former architecture and use in the 
new development. 


Where development will destroy or significantly alter 
cultural landscapes or heritage features, actions should 
be taken to salvage information on the features being 
lost. Such actions could include archaeological salvage 
and excavation, and the recording of buildings or struc- 
tures through measured drawings or photogrammetry 
or their physical removal to a different location. 


2.13 Recreation 


The objective is to minimize any adverse impact of recre- 
ational activities on the Escarpment. 
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All recreational activities should be designed and located 
so as not to conflict with surrounding land uses (e.g. 
agriculture) and be compatible with the natural and cul- 
tural character of the area. 

Where permitted, golf courses shall be designed and 
maintained to minimize impact on the natural and phys- 
ical Escarpment environment (i.e., minimum regrading, 
maximum incorporation of natural vegetation, undis- 
turbed and rough areas, minimum fertilizer and irriga- 
tion demands). 

Intensive recreational activity is intended to occur pri- 
marily in the designated Escarpment Recreation Areas 
and on the public lands of the Niagara Escarpment Parks 
and Open Space System established for this purpose. 


Recreational uses should not exceed the carrying capaci- 
ty of a site or area. 


Trails will be located and designed so as not to adversely 
affect adjoining private landowners. 

Motorized vehicle trails are encouraged to use aban- 
doned pits or quarries, abandoned railway lines or 
unused township roads where disruption of the natural 
environment would be minimal. 

Trails will be located and designed to avoid wherever 
possible steep slopes, wetlands, erosion-prone soils, agri- 
cultural areas and ecologically sensitive areas such as 
deer-wintering yards and significant plant and animal 
habitats and Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. 
Where existing trails are in locations that cause environ- 
mental deterioration, relocations to a less critical loca- 
tion shall be encouraged. 


9. Trail design, construction and management should 
ensure the safety of trail users. 


2.14 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 

The objective is to protect provincially and regionally signifi- 

cant elements of the natural landscapes of Ontario. 

1. Development shall be directed to locate outside of 
provincially significant and regionally significant life sci- 
ence ANSIs. Minor encroachments will be considered in 
relation to: 

a) specific features for which the ANSIs have been 
identified; 

b) protection, natural heritage appreciation, scientific 
study or educational values and their maintenance; 
and 


c) whether appropriate mitigative measures can be 
applied to protect ANSI values. 

2. A setback for development shall be established for 
provincially and regionally significant life science ANSIs 
or features therein wherever it may be determined that 
such setback is necessary to maintain the protection, 
natural heritage appreciation, scientific study, or educa- 
tional values of such areas. The setback shall be estab- 
lished by the implementing authority in consultation 
with the Ministry of Natural Resources. 

3. In provincially significant earth science ANSIs develop- 
ment will be considered, provided that: 

a) development does not significantly alter the natural 
topography or geological features of the earth sci- 
ence ANSI; and 

b) methods are employed to minimize the impact of 
the use on the values for which the site has been 
identified. 


2.15 Transportation and Utilities 

The objective is to design and locate new and expanded 
transportation and utility facilities so the least possible 
change occurs in the environment and the natural and cul- 
tural landscape. 


if 


All new and reconstructed transportation and utility 
facilities shall be designed and located to minimize the 
impact on the Escarpment environment and be consis- 
tent with the objectives of this Plan. Examples of such 
site and design guidelines include the following: 

a) Blasting, grading and tree removal should be mini- 
mized where possible through realignment and uti- 
lization of devices such as curbs and gutters, retain- 
ing walls and tree wells. 

b) Finished slopes should be graded to a 2 to 1 slope 
minimum and planted; large cuts should be ter- 
raced to minimize surface erosion and slope failure. 

c) Site rehabilitation should use native species of vege- 
tation and blend into the surrounding landscape. 


d) Vegetation screens should be used where feasible. 


e) Transportation and utility structures should be sited 
and designed to minimize visual impact. 

f) A development setback from the Escarpment brow 
for utility structures will be established by the 
implementing authority to minimize visual impacts. 

g) Transmission towers (e.g. microwave and television 
towers) should be located in areas where similar 
facilities exist provided the areas carrying capacity is 
not exceeded. 

h) The visual impact of utility structures and service 
roads should be minimized by siting, structural 
design, colouration and landscape planting in order to 
minimize the impact on the Escarpment environment. 
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i) Transportation and utility facilities should be sited 
and designed to avoid or minimize the impacts on 
parks, open space and the Bruce Trail. Where Trail 
impacts cannot be avoided the objective will be to 
provide for an acceptable, safe alternative. 

New transportation and utility facilities should avoid 

Escarpment Natural Areas. 


2.16 The Bruce Trail 
General Provisions 


The objective is to design and locate uses within the Bruce 
Trail corridor in an environmentally sound manner: 
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The Trail shall be designed and located within the corri- 

dor so as to: 

a) Minimize potential conflicts with adjacent private 
landowners and surrounding land uses (e.g., agri- 
culture, housing); and 

b) Comply with municipal official plans and by-laws 
(where applicable). 

All uses within the corridor shall be designed to mini- 

mize the need for environmental change (e.g., tree 

removal). 

All Trail activities shall be compatible with the natural 

and cultural character of the area, avoiding wherever 

possible the need for major engineering works and site 
modifications over the long term. 

In locations which are particularly sensitive to foot traf- 

fic, or which experience heavy use, periodic reroutes of 

the Trail may be necessary to allow for natural regenera- 
tion and minimize negative environmental impacts. 

All uses within the Trail corridor shall be located and 

designed, where possible, to avoid steep slopes, wetlands, 

erosion prone soils and ecologically sensitive areas such 


as sensitive plant and animal habitats and sensitive areas 
within Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. 


Overnight Rest Areas 


6. 


The development of Overnight Rest Areas shall be subject 
to the General Provisions of Part 2.16 and the following: 


Overnight Rest Areas should not be sited closer together 
than 10 km (6.3 miles). Locational preference for 
Overnight Rest Areas will be given to their development 
outside Escarpment Natural Areas on existing public 
parkland within the Niagara Escarpment Parks and 
Open Space System or on properties owned by the Bruce 
Trail Association. 


Overnight Rest Areas shall be managed as primitive 
unserviced campsites. Such an area would normally con- 
sist of 3 to 6 clearings for tents, a fireplace, water source 
and latrine. Municipal/Provincial regulations governing 
fires, water supplies and waste disposal shall apply. 

To discourage abuse by non-hikers, Overnight Rest Areas 
should be separated from the Bruce Trail main Trail, and 
scenic or historic attractions. A minimum 500 m (1650 
ft.) separation from roads and other points of vehicular 
access will normally be required. 


Bruce Trail Access Points 
10. The development of Bruce Trail Access Points shall be 
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subject to the General Provisions of Part 2.16 and the 
following: 

Locational preference for Bruce Trail Access Points will 
be given to their development outside Escarpment 
Natural Areas on existing public parkland within the 
Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System or on 
properties owned by the Bruce Trail Association. 


en 
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a) 


Secondary Bruce Trail Access Points may occur between 
Escarpment Parks or Open Space provided the following 
design standards can be met: 


Secondary Access Points should generally be located 
within 500 m (1650 ft.) of the Bruce Trail and be con- 
nected by a side trail; 

Secondary Access Points should be located a minimum 
of 50 m (164 ft.) from residences, sensitive features or 
other adjacent uses (e.g., agriculture) which may be 
adversely affected by increased access; 

Secondary Access Points should be limited in size and 
accommodate a maximum of 20 vehicles; 


Where necessary Secondary Access Point parking areas 
should be fenced and visually buffered with berms 
and/or vegetative screening; 

Secondary Access Points shall not be established in 
remote areas, or near sensitive areas or features where 
natural and cultural values might be endangered or 
compromised by increased public access; and 

The location and design of Secondary Access Points 
shall satisfy all municipal and provincial road access 
requirements (e.g., sight-lines, drainage). 
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THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT PARKS 
AND OPEN SPACE SYSTEM 


3.1 The Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space 
System 


Part 3 of this Plan sets out policies for a Niagara Escarpment 
Parks and Open Space System as a framework for the estab- 
lishment and coordination of a system of publicly owned 
lands on the Escarpment as well as the Bruce Trail. 


Appendix 1 briefly describes each park and open space area in 
the System. 


There are in excess of 100 existing and proposed parks and 
open space areas within the System. The majority are or will 
be linked by the Bruce Trail. The System is shown on Map 10. 


The Ministry of Natural Resources coordinates the develop- 
ment and administration of the Niagara Escarpment Parks 
and Open Space System. 


The Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System is 
owned and managed through the continued cooperation of 
seven conservation authorities, the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs, the Ontario Heritage Foundation, Department of 
Canadian Heritage - Parks Canada, the St. Lawrence Seaway 
Authority, Niagara Parks Commission, municipalities and 
other bodies capable of managing areas in the public interest 
(e.g., the Bruce Trail Association, local service clubs). 


Excluding land purchased for the Bruce Trail corridor, Maps 
1 to 9 identify Public Land (in the Parks and Open Space 
System) with an overlay. This overlay is considered to be part 
of the Niagara Escarpment Plan but is not a land use desig- 
nation however, lands in the Parks and Open Space System 
are subject to the policies of Part 3 of the Plan. 


3.1.1 Objectives 


The objectives of the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System: 


1. to protect unique ecological and historical areas; 

2. to provide adequate opportunities for outdoor education 
and recreation; 

3. to provide for adequate public access to the Niagara 
Escarpment; 

4. to complete a public system of major parks and open 
space through additional land acquisition and park and 
open space planning; 

5. to secure a route for the Bruce Trail; 

6. to maintain and enhance the natural environment of the 
Niagara Escarpment; 


7. to support tourism by providing opportunities on public 
land for discovery and enjoyment by Ontario’s residents 
and visitors; and 

8. to provide a common understanding and appreciation of 
the Niagara Escarpment. 


3.1.2 Parks and Open Space System Concept 

The System, which is linear in nature, is based on public 
lands acquired to protect distinctive features and significant 
areas along the Escarpment. Feature areas are waterfalls, dis- 
tinctive landforms associated with the Escarpment and spe- 
cial plant communities and animal habitats. Historical and 
archaeological sites, often found associated with these fea- 
ture areas, are also incorporated. 

The Bruce Trail corridor serves as the common public link- 
age tying the parks, open space areas, distinctive natural fea- 
tures and landforms together into the System. 

As noted in Part 3.1 the System will consist of lands owned 
and managed by a number of agencies: the Ministry of 
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Natural Resources, seven conservation authorities, the 
Niagara Parks Commission, Department of Canadian 
Heritage - Parks Canada, St. Lawrence Seaway Authority, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation and municipalities. The System 
includes lands that are considered by their managing agen- 
cies as public parks, such as provincial parks, certain conser- 
vation areas and municipal parks. In addition several areas 
are included which are not considered to be parks, such as 
certain conservation authority lands, county forests and the 
Bruce Trail. Including these lands advances the objective of 
protecting important Escarpment features and provides pub- 
lic access and opportunities for outdoor education and recre- 
ation. 


Nodal Parks 


Because of the diverse environments found along the 
Escarpment, there are regional differences within the Parks 
and Open Space System. To fully exploit these differences for 
the public benefit and to provide destination, and starting 
points within the Parks and Open Space System, nine focal 
areas called Nodal Parks have been selected to serve seg- 
ments of the Escarpment. 


These are: 


e Bruce Peninsula National Park 

e Spirit Rock Conservation Area 

e = Inglis Falls Conservation Area 

e Pretty River Valley Provincial Park 

e Mono Cliffs Provincial Park 

e  =Terra Cotta Conservation Area 

e Crawford Lake/Rattlesnake Point Conservation Area 
e Dundas Valley Conservation Area 

e Balls Falls Conservation Area 


Administratively, Nodal Parks perform the function of visitor 
reception and information dissemination concerning park 
and open space activities, points of interest, and attractions 
in surrounding Escarpment areas and communities. 
Elements of the program include: 


¢ Orientation - to tell visitors where they are in relation to 
other parks, open space areas, trails, natural features 
and points of interest. 


e Education - to stimulate an understanding of the 
Niagara Escarpment and its many natural and cultural 
values (e.g., Biosphere Reserve). 

e Interpretation - to familiarize visitors with the features 
of any given park or open space area. 

e Recreation - to identify and provide information on how to 
participate in nearby Escarpment recreational activities. 

Literature promoting the Escarpment, the Plan and the 

Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System would be 

available at the Nodal Parks in order to promote the distinc- 

tiveness and visual identity of the System. 


3.1.3 Policies 


The strength and public image of the Niagara Escarpment 
Parks and Open Space System are entirely dependent upon 
the cooperation of the various park and open space manage- 
ment agencies in complying with the policies of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. Coordination and consistency of purpose, 
management and identity for individual parks and open 
space areas and for the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System will be achieved through: 
a) the common pursuit, by all park and open space man- 
agement agencies, of the objectives of the System; 
b) the common application of a set of park and open space 
planning and management policies to individual parks 
and open space areas within the System; and 
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c) encouraging the use of the Niagara Escarpment 
Program logo on park and open space signs and litera- 
ture to identify public lands within the Parks and Open 
Space System. 

Allowance will be made for the other objectives of the 

numerous public park and open space agencies in the 

System. 

A Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System Manual 

will be prepared which sets out minimum standards and gen- 

eral guidelines for all park and open space agencies including 
the Bruce Trail Association. The Manual will be prepared by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources in consultation with all 
the public park and open space agencies concerned and the 

Niagara Escarpment Commission. 

The planning, design, development, maintenance and man- 

agement of the Bruce Trail will be implemented in accor- 

dance with the provisions of the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
and management agreements with partner agencies. 


3.1.4 Parks and Open Space Classification Policy 


Parks and open space in the Niagara Escarpment Parks and 
Open Space System will be assigned a classification, based on 
the predominant characteristics of the property. The classifi- 
cations, as noted in Appendix 1 and on Map 10, will serve as a 
suide to management and use of the park or open space area 
and will be subject to confirmation at the time park or open 
space Plans are prepared. Exceptions to the classification pol- 
icy include lands held by Department of Canadian Heritage - 
Parks Canada, St. Lawrence Seaway Authority and lands 
acquired specifically for the Bruce Trail corridor. 

Classifications will ensure the maintenance of the variety 
and diversity intended in the System. It is recognized that 
some parks or open space areas may not conform exactly to 
the policies of their assigned classification; the managing 


agencies will be encouraged to bring these parks or open 
space areas into conformity over a number of years. It is also 
recognized that some parks or open space areas may pursue 
objectives in addition to those presented in Part 3.1.1 (e.g. 
flood control, resource production). 


There are six park and open space classes: 
Nature Reserve 

Natural Environment 

Recreation 

Historical 

Escarpment Access 

Resource Management Area 


The following brief descriptions form a basis upon which the 
managing agencies will develop more detailed guidelines for 
the classification, planning and management of the parks 
and open space in the System. More detailed guidelines will 
be included in the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System Manual. 


Nature Reserve 


These are areas which represent the most significant and the 
distinctive natural areas and landforms found along the 
Niagara Escarpment. These areas serve to protect selected 
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. Management prac- 
tices and uses in a nature reserve will ensure that the fea- 
tures and values for which the reserve was established 
remain protected in perpetuity. 

Access to these areas will not be widely promoted and activi- 
ties will be limited to those which can further scientific 
understanding and education (e.g. scientific research, natur- 
al history interpretation, and nature trails or the Bruce 
Trail). The minimum of facilities necessary to support these 
activities will be provided. 
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Natural Environment 


These lands are characterized by the variety and combination 
of outstanding natural features, historical resources and out- 
standing landscape. 

Natural Environment areas provide opportunities for high 
quality recreation and for the protection of important natural 
and cultural features. Activities may range from back-country 
hiking in the interior of these areas to car-camping and day- 
use activities in the more developed or accessible areas. 


Recreation 


These are some of the best recreational environments along 
the Escarpment. They either occur naturally or are capable 
of being developed to provide a wide variety of outdoor recre- 
ation opportunities in attractive Escarpment surroundings. 
In Recreation areas, management and development of 
resources is appropriate in order to provide the recreational 
environment and facilities required to support a wide variety 
of activities. These may be day-use only, or may also offer 
facilities for overnight camping. 


Historical 

These areas are intended to protect and interpret the distinc- 
tive resources representative of the Escarpment’s archaeo- 
logical and historical heritage. Development of facilities in 
these lands will be oriented primarily to the protection, 
enhancement, and interpretation of the archaeological or 
historical characteristics of the site. 


Escarpment Access 


These areas will complement the larger, and in some cases, 
more developed parks or open space areas, by providing 
opportunities for public access to the Niagara Escarpment at 
appropriate points along the Escarpment. These areas will 


normally be small and may provide modest facilities to sup- 
port day-use activities at view points, rest areas, trailheads, 
picnic sites, scenic areas, fishing areas, beaches, or other 
points of interest. 


New Escarpment Accesses may be established by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources, conservation authorities, or on the ini- 
tiative of local municipalities or organizations such as ser- 
vice clubs. 


Not all Escarpment Accesses are identified in Appendix 1 or 
on Map 10 since new Accesses at strategic locations may be 
secured or acquired from time to time where a gap in the 
System has been identified (e.g., lack of public access). 


Resource Management Areas 


This classification includes certain public lands that are 
managed primarily to provide resource related benefits such 
as forest products, fish and wildlife, or flood control. 


These areas will provide many benefits, including recreation 
opportunities, the protection of important natural and cul- 
tural resources and resource products. In most cases, these 
areas will undergo more intensive resource management 
than the other classifications. 


3.1.5 Parks and Open Space Zoning Policy 


Zoning is essential to the orderly planning, development and 
effective management of a park or open space area. Zoning 
recognizes that every park or open space area includes a par- 
ticular combination of significant resources, features and 
potential or existing development. Zoning will assign uses to 
lands based on their significance for protection and their 
potential for recreation within the context of the 
Classification Policy. It is anticipated that plans for existing 
park or open space areas may not conform exactly with this 
policy. Agencies will be encouraged to bring such plans into 
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conformity over a number of years when park and open 
space plans are renewed, updated or reviewed for conflict 
with the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
The brief description of the six zones that follows will be 
expanded by the management agencies as a component of 
the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System 
Manual: 
1. Nature Reserve Zones - 
include significant natural features or areas which 
require careful management to ensure the long- 
term protection of these natural values. 
2. Natural Zones - 
include aesthetic landscapes in which a minimum of 
development is permitted to support low to moder- 
ate intensity recreational activities. 
3. Access Zones - 
serve as staging areas (e.g. trailheads, parking lots) 
where minimal facilities support the use of Nature 
Reserve Zones and relatively undeveloped Natural 
and Historical Zones. 
4. Historical Zones - 
include significant archaeological or historical fea- 
tures or areas which require management that will 
ensure the long-term protection of the significant 
values. ; 
5. Development Zones - 


provide the main access to the park and open space, 
and facilities and services to support the recreation- 
al activities available (e.g. campgrounds, picnic 
areas, maintenance facilities). 

6. Resource Management Zones - 


provide for intensive resource management (e.g. 
forest management, fisheries management, water 


management, wildlife management, multiple-use 
management). 
The zones can be applied to all park and open space classes, 
except in the case of Natural Zones, Development Zones and 
Resource Management Zones which are not permitted in the 
Nature Reserve class. 


In addition, Resource Management Zones will not be estab- 

lished in Provincial Parks or on Public Lands in the Niagara 

Escarpment Parks and Open Space System identified as 

being in an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest (life sci- 

ence) with the following exceptions: 

a) where existing forestry agreements are in effect; 

b) to facilitate uses permitted under existing approved mas- 
ter or management plans; 

c) to maintain or protect the unique features of an Area of 
Natural or Scientific Interest, where such features would 
otherwise disappear without active management; 


d) for emergency access (e.g. fire protection); and, 


e) on public lands included in the Resource Management 
Area Class. 


Other zones may be established and applied in specific cir- 
cumstances to resolve special planning or management prob- 
lems which cannot be accommodated by the above zones. 


3.1.6 Master/Management Planning Policy 

1. Management agencies will prepare plans for each park or 
open space in the Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open 
Space System. Each Plan will establish policy guidelines 
for long-term protection, development and management 
of the park or open space area. Agencies involved with 
specific park or open space plans must ensure that the 
implementation of the plan and operation of the park or 
open space area meet the requirements of The 
Environmental Assessment Act. 


2. The land-use designations of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan and Development Criteria in Part 2 will be used as a 
guide in the planning process instead of a final state- 
ment on permitted uses. Zoning developed through the 
park and open space planning process takes precedence 
over land-use designations in the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan once a master/management plan is approved and 
not in conflict with the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


3. Parks or open space areas without a plan are subject to 
the land-use policy designations and Development 
Criteria of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 

4. Park and open space plans will provide for the zoning of 
parks and open space and appropriate management pre- 
scriptions for each zone. 

5. The existing and optimum route of the Bruce Trail 
through the park and open space area shall be identified 
as the Bruce Trail Corridor in master/management plans 
and managed in cooperation with the Bruce Trail 
Association. 

6. A change in the classification of a park or open space 
area as a result of the master/management planning 
process shall not require an amendment to the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 

7. For a master/management plan not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan, undertakings approved within 
the master/management plan may be exempted from 
Development Control. 


3.2 The Bruce Trail 


The Bruce Trail is an essential component of the Niagara 
Escarpment Parks and Open Space System linking parks, 
open space areas and natural features through the establish- 
ment of a Trail corridor in conjunction with Bruce Trail 
Access Points and Overnight Rest Areas. The long-term goal 


is to secure a permanent corridor for the Bruce Trail along 
its entire length. 

Where the route of the Bruce Trail does not follow the opti- 
mum route or where the optimum route has become avail- 
able because the opportunity for acquisition has occurred, 
the method of securing the Trail will be fee simple acquisi- 
tion and lesser rights will be acquired where appropriate. 
Acquisition will occur on a willing seller/buyer basis. 

The Optimum Route of the Bruce Trail shall be determined 
by the Bruce Trail Association and the Development Criteria 
in Part 2.16 of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. The process of 
final corridor selection and acquisition from willing sellers 
shall include consultations with partner agencies. 

The Bruce Trail Association is responsible for planning, 
designing, developing, maintaining and managing the Trail 
Corridor in accordance with the provisions of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. 

Securing a continuous route for the Bruce Trail will be 
accorded the same priority as establishing and completing 
the other parks and open space areas of the Niagara 
Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. 


3.3 Municipal Parks and Open Space 


Municipal parks and open space not identified in Appendix 1 
or on Map 10 may, upon request by the municipality and 
with agreement of the Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Niagara Escarpment Commission, be included in the Niagara 
Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. 


Such a park or open space area could be added to the Plan and 
Plan Maps and be considered Public Land (in the Parks and 
Open Space System) without requiring a Niagara Escarpment 
Plan Amendment provided the municipality or managing 
agency (e.g., local service club) was prepared to plan and man- 
age the lands in accordance with Parts 3.1.4, 3.1.5 and 3.1.6. 
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In determining whether or not a municipal park or open 
space area should be part of the System the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Niagara Escarpment Commission 
would have to be satisfied that the addition met the 
Objectives in Part 3.1.1 and Planning Concept outlined in 
Barteseleze 


3.4 Land Acquisition and Land Disposal 


Acquisition 

Where lands are acquired under the Niagara Escarpment 
Land Acquisition and Stewardship Program to add to a park 
or open space area identified in Appendix 1, such lands are 
upon purchase considered Public Land (in the Parks and 
Open Space System) and subject to the policies of Part 3. A 
Niagara Escarpment Plan amendment is not required to 
include such lands on the Plan maps. 


Disposal 

Public land (in the Parks and open Space System) as identi- 
fied on Maps 1 to 9 or lands acquired to secure the Bruce 
Trail Corridor may be disposed of and removed from the pub- 
lic land base without a Niagara Escarpment Plan 
Amendment provided that the following four criteria are 
met: 


1. The disposal is considered minor in nature and would 
not result in the removal of a park or open space lands 
from the System or change the boundary of a park or 
open space area in a significant manner. In this regard 
minor shall generally mean parcels of 2 ha (5 ac.) or 
less. 

2. The disposal must be in conformity with land use provi- 
sions, new lot policies and development criteria of Parts 
1 and 2 of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


3. The disposal can be justified as being beneficial to the 
Escarpment Parks and Open Space Program. (e.g., 
exchanging surplus lands for lands having a higher envi- 
ronmental or recreational priority). 

4. The disposal will not detrimentally affect the public land 
base, its future use or adjacent properties. 


Subject to Part 2.4.14 (lot creation), exceptions to the crite- 
ria listed above will be for the disposal of land in instances 
where more land than necessary had to be acquired to com- 
plete a Parks and Open Space System purchase after June 12, 
1985, or a master/management plan not in conflict with the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan identifies and justifies the sale of 
such land. 


3.5 Addition or Deletion of Parks or Open Space 


1. New parks or open space areas may be added to Plan and 
the Plan Maps without requiring a Niagara Escarpment 
Plan amendment provided the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and the Niagara Escarpment Commission are 
satisfied that such an addition would satisfy the Parks and 
Open Space System Objectives. The managing agency 
must agree to the addition and be prepared to plan the 
land in accordance with Parts 3.1.4, 3.1.5 and 3.1.6. 

2. An amendment to the Niagara Escarpment Plan will be 
required to remove a Park or Open Space Area from the 
Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System. 
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Appendix 1 - Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space 
System 

Appendix 1 which follows is a brief description of the parks 
and open space areas presently in the Niagara Escarpment 
Parks and Open Space System. Parks or open space areas 
marked with an asterisk are designated Nodal Parks in the 
System. The classification of each park or open space area is 
noted in brackets following the name. 

Changes to the Parks and Open Space descriptions which fol- 
low the classifications do not require a Plan amendment as a 
result of land acquisition and park and open space planning 
activities. These descriptions may be updated as the System 
shown on Map 10 develops and matures. 


A. BRUCE PENINSULA 


1. Fathom Five National Marine Park 
(National Park) 


Canada’s first National Marine Park embraces and conserves 
the Tobermory Islands and the surrounding waters and 
lakebed, caves, cliffs, historic lighthouses and shipwrecks 
and provides exceptional experiences for divers, hikers, 
boaters and campers. The park is managed by the 
Department of Canadian Heritage - Parks Canada. The 
islands and land base encompasses 11,180 ha. 


2. Bruce Peninsula National Park* 
(National Park) 


This National Park located in St. Edmunds Township is ulti- 
mately scheduled to grow to 15,524 ha with the Cyprus Lake 
Area providing a focus for activities, such as, camping, pic- 
nicking, hiking, swimming and canoeing in one of the most 
impressive natural settings in Canada. From Georgian Bay 


cliffs to Lake Huron fens and bogs, it preserves a rich, diverse 
landscape to enjoy. The park is managed by the Department 
of Canadian Heritage - Parks Canada and includes the Bruce 
Trail. 


3. Cabot Head Provincial Nature Reserve 
(Nature Reserve) 


This 632 ha Provincial Nature Reserve includes large Areas of 
Natural and Scientific Interest, chosen both for their geolog- 
ical and their biological attributes. Cabot Head is used for 
fishing, hiking, canoeing and nature appreciation. Wingfield 
Basin provides a safe harbour for boats along this part of the 
peninsula. 


4. Laird Property 
(Resource Management) 


Donated to the Ontario Heritage Foundation for recreational 
and educational purposes in 1987, this 37 ha property is 
located on the brow of the Escarpment overlooking Georgian 
Bay. It is managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


5. Devil’s Monument 

(Escarpment Access) | 

Assembled by the Bruce Trail Association between 1988 and 
1990 this property includes the Escarpment cliff overlooking 
Georgian Bay. The lands also include the Devil’s Monument, 
a raised level sea stack. An interpretive lookout has been con- 
structed in conjunction with a trail system on the remainder 
of the site. 


6. Cape Chin 

(Escarpment Access) 

Parcels of land comprising 44 hectares owned by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources include a shingle beach shore- 
line and relatively undisturbed forest lands. The land is used 
for hiking and includes the Bruce Trail. 


7. Smokey Head - White Bluff Provincial Nature Reserve 
(Nature Reserve) 

This Provincial Nature Reserve contains 347 hectares of 
forested land and geological and biological Areas of Natural 
and Scientific Interest. The Bruce Trail passes through this 
property. 


8. Lion’s Head Provincial Nature Reserve 

(Nature Reserve) 

This 607-hectare Provincial Nature Reserve is traversed by 
the Bruce Trail and is used for hiking, cross-country skiing 
and nature appreciation. The site contains a geological Area 
of Natural and Scientific Interest, numerous potholes and 
scenic lookouts. 


9. Hope Bay Forest Provincial Nature Reserve 

(Nature Reserve) 

Both geological and biological Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest are contained in this 354 ha Provincial Nature 
Reserve. Caves and potholes are among its significant geo- 
logical features. The area includes the Bruce Trail and is used 
for hiking, nature appreciation and viewing. 


10. Colpoys Bluff 

(Escarpment Access) 

The Ministry of Natural Resources and the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation own several parcels of land totalling 220 ha 
along the north shore of Colpoys Bay. This land includes the 
Bruce Trail and is used for hiking and cross country skiing. 
It contains several scenic viewpoints. 


B. GEORGIAN BAY/GREY COUNTY 


11. Spirit Rock Conservation Area* 

(Natural Environment) 

This is a heavily-wooded area on the Escarpment owned by 
the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority overlooking Colpoys 
Bay. This 90 ha property includes the Bruce Trail which is 
used for hiking and cross-country skiing. 


12. Bruce’s Caves Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

Prominent cliffs and wave-cut caves are the main geologic 
features in this 244 ha area which is owned by the Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority. Recreation uses include the 
Bruce Trail, hiking, cross-county skiing and picnicking. 


13. Colpoy’s Lookout 

(Escarpment Access) 

The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this small 9 
ha shoreline park overlooking Colpoys Bay. This property is 
used for picnicking. There are two interpretive plaques on 
the property. 
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14. Skinner’s Bluff Management Area 

(Natural Environment) 

The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns two tracts 
totalling 330 ha which overlap geological and biological 
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. These properties 
include the Bruce Trail and are used for hunting, hiking, 
cross-country skiing and forest management. 


15. Slough of Despond 
(Natural Environment) 


The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this 180 ha 
property which contains parts of geological and biological 
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. The area is used for 
hiking, nature interpretation, cross-country skiing, and for- 
est management. It includes the Bruce Trail. The Slough of 
Despond is described by biologists as a glacial lagoon and 
reflects the environment at the site thousands of years ago. 


16. Kemble Mountain Management Area 

(Natural Environment) 

Kemble Mount Management Area, 190 ha in size, is part of a 
large biological Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. The 
area is owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, 
includes a side trail of the Bruce Trail, and is used for view- 
ing, hiking, cross-country skiing, and forest management. 


17. Gowan Lake 
(Natural Environment) 


A biological Area of Natural and Scientific Interest and 
wildlife habitat are features of this undeveloped 80 ha prop- 
erty owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority. The 
property is managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources as 
an agreement forest. 


18. Lindenwood Management Area 

(Natural Environment) 

The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this 240 ha 
wooded area along the Escarpment. Recreation uses include 
the Bruce Trail, hiking, cross-country skiing, and nature 
appreciation. 


19. Indian Creek Management Area 

(Natural Environment) 

Indian Creek flows through this 22 ha property owned by the 
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority. The parcel is a mixture 
of swamp, forest and cleared land. 


20. The Glen Management Area 

(Resource Management Area) 

These Escarpment lands include the headwaters of Mud 
Creek and wetlands located above the Escarpment. Owned by 
the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, these lands are 
managed by the Authority and Ducks Unlimited. The 660 ha 
property is used for forest management, hiking, cross-coun- 
try skiing, snowmobiling and wildlife management. 


21. Keppel Forest 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 195 ha property is owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority and is devoted to forest and wildlife 
management. It is managed by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources as an Agreement Forest. 


22. Indian Falls Conservation Area 
(Recreation) 


Indian Falls consists of 10 ha of land including Indian Creek 
and Indian Falls. The property is owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority and is used for picnicking, hiking 
and nature interpretation. 


23. Brookholm 

(Escarpment Access) 

This 10-hectare parcel is managed by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority. It includes the Escarpment face and 
a scenic lookout. 


24. Pottawatomi Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this 118 ha 
property which includes the Escarpment face, the 
Pottawatomi River and Jones Falls. It includes the Bruce 
Trail and is used for picnicking, fishing, hiking and cross- 
country skiing. 


25. Springmount Forest 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 98 ha County Forest property located outside Owen 
Sound is managed by the Ministry of Natural Resources. In 
addition to forest and wildlife management, uses include the 
Bruce Trail, nature appreciation and hiking. The Escarpment 
face defines the north limit of this wooded tract. 


26. West Rocks 
(Natural Environment) 


The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this 58 ha 
heavily-wooded Escarpment area within the City of Owen 
Sound. The property features the Bruce Trail, viewpoints 
and trails with hiking and cross-country skiing being the 
main uses. 


27. Inglis Falls Conservation Area* 

(Natural Environment) 

The Sydenham River flows over the Escarpment at Inglis 
Falls. Several geologic sites exist in this 215 ha property 
owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority. Fishing, 
picnicking, hiking and cross-country skiing are the main 
uses. The Bruce Trail crosses the property. 


28. East Rocks 
(Escarpment Access) 


East Rocks is a small 1.2 ha picnic and lookout area. 
Managed by the City of Owen Sound, the property includes a 
lookout tower built as a Centennial project sponsored by 
Owen Sound high schools. 


29. Sydenham Forest West 
(Resource Management Area) 


This area consists of 20 ha owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority. The property is managed by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources as an Agreement Forest. 
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30. Sydenham Forest East 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 47 ha Escarpment property is owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority and managed as an Agreement 
Forest. 


31. Bayview Escarpment Provincial Nature Reserve 

(Nature Reserve) 

This 575 ha Provincial Nature Reserve contains hardwood 
forest representative of the Escarpment. There are several 
viewpoints. Current uses include nature appreciation and 
hiking. 


32. Bognor Marsh Management Area 
(Resource Management Area) 


Bognor Marsh is a source area for the Bighead River. Fishing, 
hunting, hiking, cross-country skiing and wildlife manage- 
ment are the main activities in the 632 ha park owned by the 
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority. 


33. Spey River Forest East 
(Resource Management Area) 


This 130 ha forested property is owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority and managéd by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources as an Agreement Forest. The property 
includes an Area of Natural and Scientific Interest and the 
Bruce Trail. 


34. Robson Lakes Natural Area 
(Nature Reserve) 


These 40 ha owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority contain part of an Area of Natural and Scientific 
Interest. The property is being managed by the Ministry of 
Natural Resources as an Agreement Forest. 


35. Walters Falls Management Area 
(Natural Environment) 


Walters Creek flows over the Escarpment at Walters Falls. 
Fishing, hiking and cross-country skiing take place in this 65 
ha property owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority. 


36. Rocklyn Creek Management Area 
(Resource Management Area) 


The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority owns this 188 ha 
area which includes Rocklyn Creek, a waterfall and a geolog- 
ic site. The property is used primarily for hiking and the 
Bruce Trail. 


37. Griersville (Blantyre) 
(Escarpment Access) 


This area comprises 170 ha and is owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority. The property is used for hiking and 
the Bruce Trail. 


38. Fairmount 
(Escarpment Access) 


The Ministry of Natural Resources owns this 25 ha property 
which is traversed by a side trail of the Bruce Trail and is 
used for hiking. 


39. Epping Lookout 

(Escarpment Access) 

This is a small 5 ha roadside picnic area owned by the Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority. There is a viewpoint over- 
looking the Beaver Valley, and an historical plaque dedicated 
to John Muir. 


40. Beaverdale Forest Area 

(Natural Environment) 

This 100 ha property on the west side of the Beaver Valley is 
owned by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority and man- 
aged as Agreement Forest by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 


41. Herman McConnell Memorial Forest 

(Natural Environment) 

This 102 ha Beaver Valley property was donated to the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation in 1988. The lands include the 
wooded tableland above the Escarpment, the rock face/talus 
slope and fields below. Managed by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources the recreational uses include hiking and scenery 
appreciation. The Bruce Trail crosses the lands. 


42. Wodehouse Creek Management Area 
(Resource Management Area) 


This 100 ha Grey Sauble Conservation Authority property is 
used for hiking, nature interpretation and wildlife management. 


43. Beaver Valley Lowlands 
(Resource Management Area) 


The Ministry of Natural Resources owns 622 ha and the Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority 232 ha of land in several 


parcels along the Beaver Valley. This area is used for canoe- 
ing, fishing, hunting and trapping. 


44. Old Baldy 
(Natural Environment) 


This 91 ha area is owned and managed by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Area and the Ministry of Natural Resources. It 
contains part of a biological area of natural and scientific 
interest. The area provides opportunities for scenic viewing 
and hiking The Bruce Trail crosses part of the lands. 


45. Wodehouse Karst 
(Resource Management Area) 


The Ministry of Natural Resources manages 314 ha and the 
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority 30 ha in this area of 
geological importance. The site includes sinkholes and a dis- 
appearing creek. Uses include hiking, forestry, hunting and 
trapping. The Bruce Trail crosses these lands. 


46. Hogg’s Falls 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 83 ha parcel along the upper Beaver Valley is owned by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources. Significant biological, 
geological and fisheries resources are protected. 


47. Eugenia Falls Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

Eugenia Falls consists of 23 ha owned by the Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority and lies within a large biological 
Area of Natural and Scientific Interest. Uses include cross- 
country skiing, hiking, picnicking and viewing the spectacu- 
lar 30-metre Eugenia Falls. 
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48. Duncan Crevice Caves Provincial Nature Reserve 
(Nature Reserve) 

This 161 ha Provincial Nature Reserve is used for nature 
appreciation and hiking. The site contains a biological Area 
of Natural and Scientific Interest. It includes the Bruce Trail. 


49. Kolapore Uplands 

(Resource Management Area) 

These extensive holdings (3630 ha) are owned by the 
Province, Grey Sauble Conservation Authority and the 
County of Grey. The Kolapore area offers a range of recre- 
ational opportunities including the Bruce Trail, hiking, 
cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, hunting and fishing. 
The area is also managed to protect a geological area of nat- 
ural and scientific interest and to provide resource benefits 
from the forest. 


50. Loree 

(Escarpment Access) 

This 26 ha site is located above the Escarpment in the Blue 
Mountain Area. Uses include, hiking, viewing and nature 
appreciation. 


51. Craigleith Provincial Park 

(Recreation) 

This 66-hectare Provincial Park is located along Highway 26, 
and offers facilities for camping and day use access for water- 
based activities on Georgian Bay. The park contains exposed 
fossiliferous shales. 


52. Petun Conservation Area 
(Escarpment Access) 


Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority owns this 40 ha 
parcel of land which includes a significant geologic site. The 
property includes a scenic lookout and is used mainly for 
hiking and snowshoeing. The Bruce Trail crosses the lands. 


53. Pretty River Valley Provincial Park* 
(Natural Environment) 


Pretty River Valley Provincial Park comprises 993 ha. The 
park contains Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest which 
include the Escarpment, the Gibraltar moraine and the head- 
waters of Pretty River. Uses include hiking on the Bruce Trail. 


54. Rob Roy Forest 
(Escarpment Access) 


This forest and scenic lookout is owned partly by the 
Province (34 ha) and partly by the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority (47 ha). 


C. NOTTAWASAGA HIGHLANDS/DUFFERIN HILLS 


55. Nottawasaga Lookout 
(Escarpment Access) 


Provincial land comprising 240 ha is managed by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources. There is a scenic lookout and 
a route for the Bruce Trail. 


56. Devil’s Glen Provincial Park 
(Recreation) 


This 61 ha Provincial Park provides access to the Bruce Trail 
and contains a portion of the Mad River Valley. 


57. Nottawasaga Bluffs Conservation Area 

(Escarpment Access) 

This 65 ha property owned by the Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority is used for hiking, snowshoeing and 
picnicking. The Bruce Trail crosses the property. 


58. Noisy River Provincial Nature Reserve 

(Nature Reserve) 

This Provincial Nature Reserve encompasses significant bio- 
logical and geological sites and an important cold water fish- 
ery (the Noisy River). The Bruce Trail passes through the 338 
ha property. 


59. Pine River Fishing Area 

(Resource Management Area) 

The Ministry of Natural Resources manages 76 ha in the Pine 
River Valley which is used as a public fishing area and for 
hunting, picnicking and Bruce Trail hiking. 


60. Mulmur Hills 

(Escarpment Access) 

This scenic 26 ha property in the Mulmur hills was secured 
to provide for Bruce Trail access. The property includes a 
prominent valley feature which is part of an Area of Natural 
and Scientific Interest (Earth Science). 


61. Boyne Valley Provincial Park 

(Natural Environment) 

This 435 ha Provincial Park includes biological and geologi- 
cal Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. The Bruce Trail 
passes through this property. 


62. Mono Cliffs Provincial Park* 
(Natural Environment) 


Mono Cliffs Provincial Park comprises 737 ha. Areas of Natural 
and Scientific Interest include the Mono Rocks Outliers, 
forested cliffs and lowlands. The area includes the Bruce Trail 
and is popular for hiking and cross-country skiing. 


63. Hockley Valley Provincial Nature Reserve 
(Nature Reserve) 


This Provincial Nature Reserve of 505 ha includes biological 
and geological Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. The 
area includes the Bruce Trail and is used for hiking, fishing 
and nature appreciation. 


64. Humber Valley 
(Escarpment Access) 


The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
owns 35 ha along the Humber River. The property is used for 
cross-country skiing and hiking on the Bruce Trail. 


65. Mono Mills Lowlands 


(Escarpment Access) 

The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority owns this 2 ha property in the Humber River 
Valley. The lands were acquired for headwater protection. 
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D. HALTON ESCARPMENT/CALEDON HILLS 


66. Glen Haffy Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

The Metropolitan Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority owns this multi-use, 426 ha property. Located 
along the Humber River, this area includes the Bruce Trail 
and is used for fishing, hiking, picnicking, camping and 
cross-country skiing. 


67. Ken Whillans Resource Management Area 
(Resource Management Area) 


This 67 ha property is owned by the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority and provides access to the Credit 
River for fisheries purposes. The Bruce Trail passes through 
this property on the Caledon Trailway. 


68. Forks of the Credit Provincial Park 
(Natural Environment) 


The 317 ha Provincial Park includes several important geo- 
logical sites and the remains of a hydro power plant at 
Cataract Falls. The park is popular for fishing, hiking, pic- 
nicking and scenic viewing. It is crossed by the Bruce Trail. 


69. Willoughby Property 
(Natural Environment) 


Secured through both donation and acquisition in 1986 this 
43 ha property is located in one of the most scenic portions 
of the Escarpment. Bounded on the west by the Village of 
Belfountain the lands for the most part are forested, very 
natural and rugged. Managed by the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority future uses include trail activities, 


education, nature appreciation and interpretation of early 
industrial activity associated with the Escarpment (e.g., 
quarrying). Recreational development will be low intensity in 
nature. 


70. Belfountain Conservation Area 

(Recreation) 

This popular scenic 10 ha area is owned by the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority. It is located in the Village of 
Belfountain and offers picnicking opportunities next to the 
West Credit River as it flows over the Escarpment. 


71. Terra Cotta Forest Conservation Area 
(Nature Reserve) 


Owned by the Credit Valley Conservation Authority, this Area 
is traversed by the Bruce Trail as it winds its way through an 
Area of Natural and Scientific Interest recognized for its 
provincially significant life science features. Several proper- 
ties make up this 132 ha Area including 36 ha bequeathed in 
1989 to the Ontario Heritage Foundation by the Estate of the 
Jacquith family. 


72. Terra Cotta Conservation Area* 
(Natural Environment) 


The Credit Valley Conservation Authority owns this 173 ha 
property which is a “Centre for Environmental Learning” 
and includes opportunities for interpretation, hiking, cross- 
country skiing, group camping, fishing and picnicking. Many 
of the Area’s activities are centred around the trail system, 
including the Bruce Trail. 


73. Silver Creek Conservation Area 

(Nature Reserve) 

The Escarpment, Silver Creek Valley and Glen Williams 
Outlier highlight this 448 ha Area which protects a provin- 
cially significant life science Area of Natural and Scientific 
Interest. Owned by the Credit Valley Conservation Authority, 
this property is used primarily for educational, interpretive, 
and trail related activities and includes the Bruce Trail. 


74. Scotsdale Farm 

(Natural Environment) 

The 212 ha Scotsdale Farm was donated to the Ontario 
Heritage Foundation by the Estate of the Bennett family. 
Stewart Bennett was recognized as one of Canada’s most 
accomplished Shorthorn cattle breeders. In addition to being 
an active farm, Scotsdale Farm contains the Bruce Trail which 
passes through forested uplands, wetland and along cold water 
streams. It is managed by the Credit Valley Conservation 
Authority and contains public meeting facilities. 


75. Limehouse Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

The Credit Valley Conservation Authority owns this property 
of 76 ha which includes limekilns, an abandoned railroad, 
ruins of an old mill, a hiking trail and the Black Creek. It is 
traversed by the Bruce Trail. 


76. Speyside 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 20 ha parcel is managed by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources as a multiple-use recreation area. The property is 
used for forest management, hiking and nature appreciation. 
A side trail of the Bruce Trail passes through this area. 


77. Tirion Tract 
(Resource Management Area) 
This 20 ha block of forested land is owned by the Halton 


Region Conservation Authority. The Bruce Trail is located on 
adjacent lands. 


78. Esquesing and Escarpment Tracts 
(Escarpment Access) 


The Halton Region Conservation Authority owns two sepa- 
rate parcels totalling 43 ha. The properties contain forested 
land and the brow of the Niagara Escarpment. In 1991, a 
bridge spanning the Dufferin Quarry gap was constructed by 
the Bruce Trail Association to facilitate Bruce Trail access. 


79. Hilton Falls Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

This natural area includes the Sixteen Mile Creek and Hilton 
Falls. Recreation uses include the Bruce Trail, picnicking, 
hiking and cross-country skiing. The property is owned by 
the Halton Region Conservation Authority (665 ha) and the 
Regional Municipality of Halton (393 ha). 


80. Kelso Conservation Area 

(Recreation) 

A recreation area with facilities for picnicking, group camp- 
ing, swimming, boating, downhill skiing and historical inter- 
pretation. The Halton Region Conservation Authority owns 
this 397 ha property. The Bruce Trail crosses a portion of the 
park. 
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81. Ontario Agricultural Museum 

(Historical) 

This 32 ha outdoor complex is owned by the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. The property 
contains 30 display buildings, illustrating articles, docu- 
ments, implements and livestock relating to the heritage and 
evolution of agriculture in Ontario. The Ministry conducts 
educational/interpretive school programs by reservation and 
special public events during the summer months. 


82. Crawford Lake/Rattlesnake Point Conservation Areas* 
(Natural Environment) 

This 482 ha natural area contains prominent Escarpment 
bluffs, a glacial valley and a meromictic lake. The property 
includes the Bruce Trail and is used for hiking, cross-country 
skiing, picnicking, group camping and rock climbing and is 
owned by the Halton Region Conservation Authority. 
Crawford Lake also includes an education/interpretation cen- 
tre and reconstructed Indian Village. 


83. Yaremko Forest 

(Resource Management Area) 

Donated in 1987 to the Ontario Heritage Foundation this 18 
ha parcel is managed by the Halton Region Conservation 
Authority. The property consists of mature hardwood forest 
on undulating to rugged terrain. Recreational uses consist 
primarily of passive trail activities. 


84. Crawford Forestry Tract 
(Natural Environment) 


This 129 ha site is owned by the Halton Region Conservation 
Authority (113 ha) and the Ontario Heritage Foundation (16 
ha) and includes an ancient dried-up waterfall. The area is 
used for hiking and the Bruce Trail. 


85. Yaremko-Ridley Park 
(Natural Environment) 


This 70 ha property contains Escarpment forest and a small 
lake nestled within a buried Escarpment trench. It includes 
the Bruce Trail. Most of the property (49 ha) was donated to 
the Ontario Heritage Foundation by the Yaremkos and 
Ridleys. The remaining (21 ha) lands are owned by the 
Halton Region Conservation Authority. 


86. Freeman Property 

(Nature Reserve) 

Acquired by the Halton Region Conservation Authority in 
1989 for natural heritage protection with the help of the 
Ontario Heritage Foundation, this 21 ha parcel protects a 
forested portion of the Bronte Creek Valley. 


87. Mount Nemo Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


This 147 ha property contains a prominent bluff on the 
Niagara Escarpment. An abandoned quarry, farm fields and 
forest lands make up the majority of the land above the 
Escarpment with activities currently limited to Bruce Trail 
access, hiking and viewing. The property is owned by the 
Halton Region Conservation Authority. 


88. Lake Medad Forest 

(Resource Management Area) 

This 37 ha area consisting of two separate land parcels 
owned by the Halton Region Conservation Authority, con- 
tains a forested bog and the scenic Medad Valley. Included is 
the lands donated in 1988 by the Ludwig family. 


E. DUNDAS VALLEY/HAMILTON ESCARPMENT 


89. Spencer Gorge Wilderness Area 
(Natural Environment) 


This 40 ha area, owned by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, contains a biological Area of Natural 
and Scientific Interest. The area includes the Bruce Trail and 
is used for hiking, viewing and picnicking. 


90. Crook’s Hollow 
(Historical) 


This 41 ha park, owned and leased by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, includes facilities for picnicking, 
fishing, hiking and historical interpretation. 


91. Christie Conservation Area 
(Recreation) 


This multi-purpose conservation project is used for swim- 
ming, boating, picnicking and fishing. The Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority owns this 340 ha property. 


92. Summit Bog Muskeg Preserve 
(Nature Reserve) 


A 13 ha kettle bog with representative vegetation is owned by 
the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority. 


93. Dundas Valley Conservation Area* 

(Natural Environment) 

The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns some 
1046 ha in the Dundas Valley. The western portion of the 
Dundas Valley contains important ecological and biological 
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. The lands include 
the Bruce Trail and are used for nature appreciation, hiking, 


bicycling, cross-country skiing and picnicking. A trail centre 
is located in the eastern part of the valley. 


94. Tiffany Falls Conservation Area 

(Escarpment Access) 

This 7 ha area is owned by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority and is used for hiking and nature 
interpretation. The Bruce Trail passes through this area. 


95. Iroquoia Heights Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns this 87 
ha area located at the brow of the Niagara Escarpment. The 
property contains a mix of biological habitats and ecological 
succession stages that is of regional significance. The aban- 
doned Brantford-Hamilton Railway Line bisects the lands. 
The Bruce Trail crosses the property. 


96. Mount Albion Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


This 41 ha property, owned by the Hamilton Region 
Conservation Authority, is used for hiking, cross-country ski- 
ing and as a scenic lookout. 


97. Felker’s Falls Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns this 33 
ha park which is used for picnicking and hiking. The proper- 
ty includes a scenic lookout, a waterfall and a gorge and the 
Bruce Trail. 
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98. Battlefield Park 

(Historical) 

This 12 ha park owned by the City of Stoney Creek is used for 
day-use recreation activities. It contains the Battlefield Museum, 
former Gage farmhouse and grounds, which were acquired in 
1899 by one of the first women’s cultura! groups in Canada and 
dedicated as a civic park. Open to the public, the museum spon- 
sors tours and several special events throughout the year. A 30m 
high monument in this park commemorates all those who 
served in the 1813 Battle of Stoney Creek. The park provides 
access to the Bruce trail. 


99. Devil’s Punch Bowl 
(Natural Environment) 


The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns this scenic 
picnic area of 42 ha. The property includes a geologic Area of 
Natural and Scientific Interest, a waterfall and a gorge. It is 
crossed by the Bruce Trail. 


100. Vinemount Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns this 16 ha 
property, a portion of which is used for hiking and picnicking. It 
is crossed by the Bruce Trail. 


101. Winona Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 
The Hamilton Region Conservation Authority owns this 43 ha 


Escarpment property. This site contains an ecological Area of 
Natural and Scientific Interest and provides access to the 


Bruce Trail. 


F. NIAGARA PENINSULA 


102. Woolverton Conservation Area 
(Escarpment Access) 


This 19 ha property is owned by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority for Bruce Trail access and natural area 
protection. Recently acquired Peak Investments lands adjacent 
to Woolverton Road and a former Ontario Hydro Corridor pro- 
vide viewpoints for hikers. 


103. Beamer Memorial Conservation Area 
(Natural Environment) 


The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority owns this 61.9 
ha property which is used for picnicking and hiking. The prop- 
erty contains areas of ecological and geological significance. 
This area is also popular for viewing the annual hawk migration. 
Lands donated to the Ontario Heritage Foundation provide 
access to the Bruce Trail. 


104. Thirty Mile Creek 

(Escarpment Access) 

Acquired in 1989 this 10 ha property provides access for the 
Bruce Trail and natural area protection. The lands contain part 
of the Thirty Mile Creek terraced valley which is a provincially- 
significant Area of Natural and Scientific Interest and a water- 
fall. The property is managed by the Bruce Trail Association. 


105. Mountainview Conservation Area 


(Natural Environment) 

This 25 ha parcel is owned by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority and is used primarily for hiking on the 
Bruce Trail. 


106. Cave Springs 

(Nature Reserve) 

This area includes a forested Escarpment plain, crevasse val- 
leys, cliff face, several lookouts and archaeologic sites. About 
24 ha are currently in public ownership. The lands are man- 
aged by the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority and 
crossed by the Bruce Trail. 


107. Ball’s Falls Conservation Area* 

(Historical) 

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority owns this 94 
ha property which includes the Bruce Trail. It is used for 
camping and day-use activities. Camping is restricted to 
organized youth service groups and Bruce Trail hikers for 
overnight stay, while trail hiking. This area also includes his- 
toric buildings, ruins, two waterfalls and Areas of Natural 
and Scientific Interest. The area is extensively used for his- 
torical and conservation/education programs and is the site 
for numerous community and authority-sponsored festival 
events. In 1984 the Ellis family donated a further 24 ha in 
the Twenty Mile Creek to the Ontario Heritage Foundation. 
The Conservation Authority manages the lands as part of its 
Ball’s Falls holding. 


108. Louth Conservation Area 

(Nature Reserve) 

This 57 ha area, owned by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority, lies within an Area of Natural and 
Scientific Interest. The property includes the Bruce Trail and 
is used for hiking, nature appreciation and viewing. 


109. Rockway Conservation Area 

(Nature Reserve) 

Picnicking and hiking are the main uses of the 113 ha site 
owned by the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority. The 
property is located within an ecological Area of Natural and 
Scientific Interest and includes a scenic waterfall. Activities 
in the area include nature-viewing and cross-country skiing. 
The Bruce Trail crosses the lands. 


110. St. John’s Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

This 32 ha tract of land is owned by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority. Hiking and nature interpretation are 
popular. The area includes a rainbow trout pond. There are 
spectacular floral displays during the Spring and Fall at this 
site. St. John’s includes a portion of Twelve Mile Creek, the 
only cold water, spring-fed creek in the Niagara Region. 


111. Short Hills Provincial Park 

(Natural Environment) 

A 693 ha Natural Environment class Provincial Park with 
several provincially significant flora, fauna and geological 
features. Development includes access points with parking 
lots, a self interpretive nature trail designed to meet the 
needs of the physically challenged and several hiking trails, 
including the Bruce Trail. 


112. Welland Canal 


(St. Lawrence Seaway) 

The St. Lawrence Seaway Authority holds approximately 294 
ha in the Plan Area along the Welland Canal. Some of the 
area has the potential for recreational uses, such as hiking, 
viewing, and historical appreciation (e.g., Old Canal Area) 
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where it does not conflict with the primary commercial ship- 
ping and industrial activity. The Bruce Trail crosses the area. 


113. Woodend Conservation Area 

(Natural Environment) 

This 40 ha property is owned by the Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority. The main uses are hiking and out- 
door education. The existing buildings are used for an 
Environmental Education Centre by the Lincoln County 
Board of Education. It also includes the Bruce Trail. 


114. Queenston Quarry 

(Natural Environment) 

With the assistance of the Ontario Heritage Foundation, the 
Niagara Parks Commission obtained title from Steetley 
Industries Ltd. on this 40 ha property in 1987 (part donation, 
part purchase). In addition to its historic and natural attrib- 
utes the property also provides an important link for the 
Bruce Trail. 


115. Queenston Heights (Brock’s Monument) 
(Historical) 


This historical park situated at the southern end of the 
Niagara Escarpment is owned and operated by the Niagara 
Parks Commission. A monument and several plaques com- 
memorate General Isaac Brock and the War of 1812. The 
monument is owned by the Federal government and is main- 
tained by the Department of Canadian Heritage - Parks 
Canada. The area includes the Bruce Trail and is used for pic- 
nicking, hiking and day-use recreation. About 30 ha are 
located within the Plan Area. 
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Definitions 


The following definitions have been compiled 
to assist the reader with the interpretation of 
The Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
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Accessory Building and/or Structure - a detached building 
or structure that is not used for human habitation, the use of 
which is naturally and normally incidental to, subordinate 
to, or exclusively devoted to a principal use or building and 
located on the same lot. 


Accessory Use - the use of any land, building or structure 
which is subordinate to and exclusively devoted to the princi- 
pal use located on the same lot. 


After Uses - the changed use of any land, building or struc- 
ture within a Mineral Resource Extraction Area to a use other 
than that which is permitted under the Permitted Uses. 


Aggregate - means gravel, sand, clay, earth, shale, stone, 
limestone, dolostone, sandstone, marble, granite, rock other 
than metallic ores, or other prescribed material under the 
Aggregate Resources Act. 


Agricultural Areas - means areas where the following lands 
predominate: 
a) Specialty crop areas; and/or 
b) Areas where soil Classes 1, 2 and 3 predominate as 
defined in the Canada Land Inventory of Soil 
Capability for Agriculture; and/or 
c) Small pockets of marginal agricultural land within 
or associated with a) and b). 


Agricultural Use - the land, building or structure used for 
the purpose of animal husbandry, horticulture, beekeeping, 
dairying, fallow, field crops, fruit farming, fur farming, mar- 
ket gardening, pasturage, poultry keeping, mushroom farm- 
ing or any other farming use and may include growing, rais- 
ing, small scale packing and storing of produce on the 
premises and other similar uses customarily carried out in 
the field of general agriculture. 


Agricultural Operation - the carrying out of an agricultural 
use. 


Animal Kennel - a building, structure or premises used for 
the raising or boarding of dogs, cats or other household pets. 


Annually - shall mean the calendar year from January 1 to 
December 31. 


Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI) - areas of 
land and water containing natural landscapes or features 
which have been identified as having values related to natur- 
al heritage protection, scientific study, or education. 
Depending upon the features of particular areas, they may be 
referred to as life science or earth science sites. These areas 
vary in their level if significance and their vulnerability to 
environmental impacts. 


Bed and Breakfast Home - sleeping accommodation for the 
travelling or vacationing public within a single dwelling 
which is owned by and is the principal residence of the pro- 
prietor, to a maximum of three guest rooms, and may include 
the provision of breakfast and other meals and services, facili- 
ties or amenities for the exclusive use of the occupants. 


Biosphere Reserve - an international designation of recogni- 
tion from the United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) under the “Man and 
Biosphere Program (MAB)” that recognizes the unique nat- 
ural features and ecological importance of the area regulated 
by the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Bruce Trail - a continuous footpath from Queenston to 
Tobermory on which users can experience on foot the scenic, 
natural, wooded, pastoral and culturally significant areas of 
the Niagara Escarpment. 
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Bruce Trail Access Points - property managed and/or acquired in 
whole or in part for the purpose of providing public access to the 
Bruce Trail (e.g., parking areas). 


Bruce Trail Corridor - property managed and/or acquired in whole 
or in part under Part 3 of the Niagara Escarpment Plan or by other 
means for the purpose of securing the Bruce Trail and facilitating 
the establishment of Overnight Rest Areas and Bruce Trail Access 
Points. 


Campground - an area used for a range of overnight camping expe- 
riences, from tenting to serviced trailer sites, including accessory 
facilities which support the use, such as administration offices, 
laundry facilities, washrooms, support recreational facilities, but 
not including the use of mobile homes or trailers on a permanent 
year-round basis. 


Carrying Capacity - capacity of a site to support a use without sub- 
stantial negative impact on environmental features such as water 
quality, natural vegetation, soil, wildlife population and visual 
attractiveness. 


Compatible - where the building, structure, activity or use blends, 
conforms or is harmonious with the Escarpment’s ecological, physi- 
cal, visual or cultural environment. 


Conservation - the wise management of the environment in a way 
which will maintain, restore, enhance and protect its quality and 
quantity for sustained benefit to humans and the environment. 


Cottage Industry - an occupation conducted as an accessory use 
within a single dwelling by one or more of its residents. A cottage 
industry may include occupations such as dressmaking, upholster- 
ing, weaving, baking, ceramic-making, painting, sculpting and the 
repair of personal effects. 


Cultural Heritage Features - human-made features of the land- 
scape (also see Heritage Property). 


Cultural Landscape - a cultural landscape is the product of human 
activity over time in modifying the landscape for their own purpose, 
and is an aggregation of human-made features such as a village, 
farmland, waterways, transportation corridors, and other artifacts. 


Cumulative Effect - The effect on the Escarpment environment as 
a result of the incremental impacts of development when consid- 
ered in conjunction with other past, present and possible future 
actions, occurring over a period of time and area. 


Deeryards - an area where deer concentrate during the winter 
months. 


Domestic Purposes - those purposes for the property owner’s use 
and not for sale to the public. 


Dwelling Unit - one or more habitable rooms designed for the use 
of one household in which sanitary and kitchen facilities are provid- 
ed for the exclusive use of such household, and having a private 
entrance. 


Easement - a negotiated interest in the land of another which 
allows the easement holder specified uses or rights without actual 
ownership of the land. 


Ecological(ly) - the sum total of all the natural and cultural condi- 
tions which influence and act upon all life forms including humans. 


Endangered Species - any indigenous species of fauna or flora that, 
on the basis of best available scientific evidence, is indicated to be 
threatened with immediate extinction throughout all or a signifi- 
cant portion of its Ontario range. 
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Endangered species are identified in regulations under the 
Endangered Species Act. 


Escarpment - see the preamble of this Plan for a description 
of the Niagara Escarpment. The single word “Escarpment” 
used in this document means the Niagara Escarpment. 


Escarpment Brow (Edge) - the uppermost point of the 
Escarpment slope or face. It may be the top of a rock cliff, or 
where the bedrock is buried, the most obvious break in slope 
associated with the underlying bedrock. 


Escarpment Environment - the physical, natural, visual and 
cultural heritage features associated with the Escarpment 
landscape. 


Escarpment Related Landforms - the physical features of 
the land associated with the Escarpment and created by ero- 
sion, sedimentation and glaciation, often including such fea- 
tures as moraines, lakes, river valleys, beach ridges, drumlins 
and kames. 


Escarpment Slope (Face) - the area between the brow and 
toe of the Escarpment and usually characterized by a steep 
gradient. Where the rise occurs in the form of a series of 
steps, the slope also includes the terraces between the steps. 


Escarpment Toe (Base) - the lowest point on the 
Escarpment slope or face determined by the most obvious 
break in slope associated with the bedrock or landforms 
overlying the bedrock. 


Essential - that which is deemed necessary to the public 
interest after all alternatives have been considered. 


Existing Lot of Record - a \ot held under distinct and sepa- 
rate ownership from all abutting lots as shown by a regis- 
tered conveyance in the records of the Land Registry Office 
at the time of the approval of the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
by the Government of Ontario or lots created in conformity 
with the provisions of the Niagara Escarpment Plan since 
June 12, 1985. 


Existing Use - the use of any land, building or structure 
legally existing on the day of approval of the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan (i.e., June 12, 1985). 


Existing Waste Disposal Sites - a waste disposal site legally 
existing on the day of approval of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan (June 12, 1985) or subsequently approved under the 
Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act; and 
the Environmental Assessment Act and/or the 
Environmental Protection Act. 


Farm Cluster - a group of farm buildings, which includes 
the farm dwelling, on a property actively involved in agricul- 
tural use. 


Farm Pond - a pond which is considered by the implement- 
ing authority to be necessary to an active and viable farm 
operation, and no feasible water supply alternative exists. 


Farm Vacation Home - sleeping accommodation for the 
travelling or vacationing public within a single dwelling 
which is owned by and is the principal farm residence, to a 
maximum of three guest rooms and may include participa- 
tion in farm activities and the provision of meals and other 
services, facilities or amenities for the exclusive use of the 
occupants. 
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Fish Habitat - the spawning grounds and nursery, rearing, food sup- 
ply, and migration areas on which fish depend, directly or indirectly, 
in order to carry out their life processes. 


Fisheries Management - the management of fish habitat and fish 
population for the purpose of sustaining and improving the quality 
and quantity of fish. 


Fishery Resource - any body of water sustaining or having poten- 
tial to sustain healthy game, forage or fish populations including 
bait fish, as identified by the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


Flood Plain - the area, usually lowlands, adjoining a water course 
which has been, or may be covered by flood water. 


Forest Management - the management of forests for the produc- 
tion of wood and wood products, and to provide outdoor recreation, 
to maintain, restore or enhance environmental conditions for 
wildlife, and for the protection and production of water supplies. 


Full-time Bona Fide Farmer - a farmer who owns, lives on and has 
been continuously farming the property for a period of 20 years 
prior to making application, and whose main occupation is farming. 


Groundwater Infiltration Area - an area where the porous nature 
of the surficial materials allows significant percolation of water into 
the groundwater system. 


Group Home - means a residence that is licensed or funded by a 
Public Agency for the accommodation of three to ten persons, 
exclusive of staff, living under supervision in a single housekeeping 
unit and who, by reason of their emotional, mental, social or physi- 
cal condition or legal status, require a group living arrangement for 
their well being. 


Headwaters - the source area of a stream. 


Heritage Property - features in or on the land or underwater and 
considered to be a consultable record of past human activities, 
endeavours or events (e.g. buildings, street furniture, engineering 
works, planting and archaeological sites) - also see Cultural 
Heritage Features. 


High Water Mark - the mark made by the action of water under 
natural conditions on the shore or bank of a body of water which 
action has been so common and usual that it has created a differ- 
ence between the character of the vegetation or soil on one side of 
the mark and the character of the vegetation and soil on the other 
side of the mark. 


Home Industry - a small scale use providing a service primarily to 
the rural farming community and which is accessory to a single 
dwelling or agricultural operation. A home industry may be con- 
ducted in whole or in part in an accessory building and may include 
a carpentry shop, a metal working shop, a welding shop, an electri- 
cal shop or blacksmith’s shop, etc., but does not include an auto 
repair or paint shop, or furniture stripping. 


Home Occupation - an occupation which provides a service as an 
accessory use within a single dwelling performed by one or more of 
its residents. Such occupations may include services performed by 
an accountant, architect, auditor, dentist, medical practitioner, 
engineer, insurance agent, land surveyor, lawyer, realter, planner or 
hairdresser. 


Household - means one or more persons living as a single house- 
keeping unit in one dwelling. 
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Implementing Body/Authority - the body/bodies responsible for the 
administration of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Incidental Use - a use (e.g. swimming pool) normally accessory to 
but not an essential part of an existing use. 


Institutional Use - use of land, building or structure for some pub- 
lic or social purpose, but not for commercial purposes, and may 
include governmental, religious, educational, charitable, philan- 
thropic, hospital or other similar or noncommercial use to serve 
the immediate community. 


Lot - means a parcel of land; 

(a) described in a deed or other document legally capable of con- 
veying an interest in land, or 

(b) shown asa lot or block on a registered plan of subdivision. 


Mineral Resources - sand, gravel, shale, limestone, dolostone, sand- 
stone, and other mineral materials suitable for construction, indus- 
trial, manufacturing and maintenance purposes, but does not include 
metalliferous minerals, fossil fuels, or non-aggregate industrial min- 
erals such as asbestos, gypsum, nepheline syenite, peat, salt and talc 
or mine tailings. 


Municipality - a city, county, region, town, village and 
township. 


Municipal Park or Open Space - any park or open space area owned 
and managed by a local, regional or county government. 


Natural Environment - the air, land and water or any combination 
or part thereof, of the Province of Ontario. 


New Lots - lots registered in the Land Registry Office after the 
approval of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Niagara Escarpment - a description of the Niagara Escarpment is 
provided in the introduction of this document. The single word 
“Escarpment” used in this document means the Niagara 
Escarpment. 


Niagara Escarpment Land Acquisition and Stewardship Program 
- the program adopted and funded by the Province at the time of 
approval of the Niagara Escarpment Plan to: 

a) complete the system of public parks and open space identified 
in Part 3 and secure a corridor for the Bruce Trail linking parks, 
open space areas and natural features; and 

b) promote and support responsible protection and stewardship 
of significant natural and cultural heritage properties and fea- 
tures. 


Official Plan - a document approved by the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs, containing objectives and policies established primarily to 
provide guidance for the physical development of a municipality or 
a part thereof, while having regard to relevant social, economic and 
environmental matters. 


Open Landscape Character - the system of rural features, both nat- 
ural and human-made which makes up the rural environment, 
including forests, slopes, streams and stream valleys, hedgerows, 
agricultural fields, etc. 


Original Township Half Lot - half of an original township lot 
where the township was originally surveyed into 80-hectare (200 
acre) lots. 


Original Township Lot - The township lot as shown on an original 
plan where an original plan is a plan certified by the Surveyor 
General as being the original plan of an original survey. Generally, 
in Ontario original township lots are 40 hectares (100 acres). 
However, larger and smaller original township lots exist. 


Overnight Rest Areas - property managed and/or acquired by the 
Bruce Trail Association or through agreements with 
landowners or public agencies for the purpose of allowing 
small basic unserviced camping sites for Bruce Trail users. 


Park and Open Space Plans - master or management plans 
for parks and open space within the Niagara Escarpment 
Parks and Open Space System which are not in conflict with 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Pit - means land or land under water from which unconsoli- 
dated aggregate is being or has been excavated, and that has 
not been rehabilitated, but does not mean land or land under 
water excavated for a building or other work on the excava- 
tion site or in relation to which an order has been made 
under sub-section 1(3) of The Aggregate Resources Act. 


Preservation - the maintenance of natural or cultural her- 
itage features in their current or original form, and the 
maintenance of the natural environment to allow natural 
processes to continue undisturbed by human intervention. 


Progressive Rehabilitation - rehabilitation done sequential- 
ly, within a reasonable time, in accordance with the 
Aggregate Resources Act, the regulations, the site plans and 
the conditions of the license or permit during the period that 
aggregate is being excavated and in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Protection - ensuring that human activities are not allowed 
to occur which will result in the unacceptable degradation of 
the quality of an environment. 


Public Agency/Body - any Federal, Provincial, County or 
Municipal agency and includes any commission, board, 
authority or department, including Ontario Hydro, estab- 
lished by such agency exercising any power or authority 
under a Statute of Canada or Ontario. The Bruce Trail 
Association shall be treated as if it were a public agency/body 
with respect to the role of the Association in securing and 
managing the Bruce Trail Corridor under Part 3 of the 
Niagara Escarpment Plan. 


Quarry - means land or land under water from which consol- 
idated aggregate is being or has been excavated and that has 
not been rehabilitated, but does not mean land or land under 
water excavated for a building or other work on the excava- 
tion site or in relation to which an order has been made 
under sub-section 1(3) of The Aggregate Resources Act. 


Rare Species - any indigenous species of flora or fauna that 
is represented in Ontario by small but relatively stable popu- 
lations, and/or that occurs sporadically or in a very restricted 
area of Ontario or at the fringe of its range, and that should 
be monitored periodically for evidence of a possible decline. 


Recreational Development - those activities and associated 
tourism facilities designed to provide recreational and 
tourism opportunities for the use of local residents and the 
travelling public. 


Regionally Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific 
Interest - ANSIs that are non-essential to achievement of 
provincial objectives. They may coincide with areas designat- 
ed as environmentally sensitive by regional and local munici- 
palities, and conservation authorities. 
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Rehabilitation - after extraction, to treat land so that the use 
or condition of the land is restored to its former use or con- 
dition, or is changed to another use or condition which is 
compatible with adjacent uses and the objectives and policies 
of the Niagara Escarpment Plan (e.g., restoration of land 
from which aggregate has been extracted). 


Remnant Lot(Parcel) - the lot remaining after a severance 
has been taken. 


Secondary Plan - a plan for a specific geographic area of a 
municipality which has been approved as an amendment to 
an official plan by the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Such a 
plan is prepared when there is a need for more specific poli- 
cies to guide future development approved in an official plan 
under The Planning Act. 


Sediment Control Device - a structure which traps and fil- 
ters sediment. 


Single Dwelling - a separate building containing not more 
than one dwelling unit and may include a chalet, cottage, 
mobile home or group home. 


Source Area - areas of obvious groundwater discharge (e.g., 
springs and prominent seeps), recharge areas and wetlands 
which serve as the origin or source of surface or ground 
water systems. 


Stream/Watercourse - is a feature having defined bed and 
banks, through which water flows at least part of the year. 


Talus Slope - the slope created by the mass of broken rock 
which accumulates at the base of the cliff face along the 
Escarpment. 


Threatened Species - any indigenous species of fauna or 
flora that on the basis of the best available scientific evi- 
dence, is indicated to be experiencing a definite non-cyclical 
decline throughout all or a major portion of its Ontario 
range, and that is likely to become an endangered species if 
the factors responsible for the decline continue unabated. 


Tonne - a metric measurement, 1,000 kilograms or 2,205 
pounds. 


Top of Streambank - the upper edge of the slope of the 
stream valley where the land levels off; or where there is a 
flood plain, to the top of slope above the flood plain. 


Trail Activities - recreation oriented to trails, (e.g. horse- 
back riding, cross-country skiing, hiking, snowmobiling). 


Transfer Station - a waste disposal site used for the purpose 
of transferring waste from one vehicle to another for trans- 
portation to another waste disposal site. 


Unserviced Campsites - campsites which are not individual- 
ly provided with water, sewer or electrical services. 


Unstable Slopes - slopes which are or may be subject to ero- 
sion such as mass movement, slumping, landslides, mud- 
flows or rock falls. 


Utility - a water supply, storm or sanitary sewage, gas or oil 
pipeline, the generation, transmission and distribution of 
electric power, steam or hot water, towers, telegraph and 
telephone lines and other cabled services, a public trans- 
portation system, licensed broadcasting receiving and trans- 
mitting facilities, or any other similar works or systems nec- 
essary to the public interest, but does not include: 


e the establishment of a new waste disposal site; 

¢ any expansion or alteration to an existing waste disposal 
site from what has been approved under the applicable 
legislation (including any expansion in area or height of 
a landfill or any change in the type of waste material 


being disposed); 

e incineration facilities (including energy from waste facil- 
ities), 

e large scale packer and/or recycling plants or similar 
uses. 


Veterinary Clinic - the office of a veterinary surgeon and 
premises for the treatment of animals. 


Vulnerable Species - any indigenous species of fauna or flora 
that is particularly at risk because of low or declining num- 
bers, occurrence at the fringe of its range or in restricted 
areas or for some other reason, but is not a threatened 
species. 


Waste - includes ashes, garbage, refuse, domestic waste, 

industrial waste, municipal wastes, hazardous waste and 

such other wastes as are designated in the regulations under 

the Environmental Protection Act, as amended, but does not 

include: 

¢ agricultural waste, 

e inert fill, 

e inert rock fill, 

¢ condemned animals or parts thereof at a plant licensed 
under the Meat Inspection Act (Ontario) or an establish- 
ment operating under the Meat Inspection Act (Canada), 

e dead animals to which the Dead Animals Disposal Act 
applies, or 

e hauled sewage sludge for disposal on farmland. 


Waste Disposal Site - any land or land covered by water 

upon, into or through which, or building or structure in 

which waste is deposited, stored and processed and includes 

such sites defined and classified in Regulation 309 under the 

Environmental Protection Act, as amended, including 

derelict motor vehicles sites, transfer or container stations or 

incineration sites, but does not include: 

1. a structure which is wholly utilized for the temporary 

collection of waste, e.g. commercial and industrial 

dumpsters associated with an existing use; 

domestic storage and composting of waste sites; 

existing hospital incinerators; 

agricultural waste sites, e.g., agricultural manure and 

disposal; 

5. on-site incinerators at the site of a crematorium within 
the meaning of the Cemeteries Act; 

6. on-site incinerators at the site of a veterinary 
hospital/clinic; 

7. small-scale recycling depots for paper, glass and cans 
etc., serving the local community, and 

8. disposal of domestic sewage sludge on farmland. 


Be GIS 


Watershed Management - the analysis, protection, develop- 
ment, operation and maintenance of the land, vegetation and 
water resources of a drainage basin. 


Wayside Pit or Quarry - a temporary pit or quarry opened 
and used by or for a public road authority solely for the pur- 
pose of a particular project or contract of road construction 
and not located on the road right-of-way, but does not 
include a licensed pit or quarry. 
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Wetlands - \ands that are seasonally or permanently covered 
by shallow water, as well as lands where the water table is 
close to or at the surface. In either case the presence of 
abundant water has caused the formation of hydric soils and 
has favoured the dominance of either hydrophytic or water 
tolerant plants. The four major types of Wetlands are 
swamps, marshes, bogs, and fens. 


Lands being used for agricultural purposes, that are periodi- 
cally “soaked” or “wet”, are not considered to be Wetlands in 
this definition. Such lands, whether or not they were 
Wetlands at one time are considered to have been converted 
to alternate uses. 


Wildlife Habitat - areas of the natural environment where 
plants, animals, and other organisms, excluding fish, survive 
in self-sustaining populations, and from which they derive 
services such as cover, protection, or food. 


Wildlife Management - the management of wildlife habitats 
for the purposes of sustaining the quantity and quality of 
wildlife. 
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